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» Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen says there's “no basis” 
for a probe into Elon Musk’s 
Twitter deal, after President 
Joe Biden said the acquisition 
was “worth being looked at.” 
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CONGRESS 


Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) during her 
weekly news conference in Washington on July 14, 2022. 


Pelosi to Leave US House 
Leadership but Remain in Congress 


Top House Democrats join Pelosi in leaving leadership roles 


By ZACHARY STIEBER 


ouse Speaker Nancy 

Pelosi (D-Calif.) on 

Nov. 17 announced she 

would step down from 
leadership of House Democrats af- 
ter Republicans flipped the lower 
chamber. 

“Scripture teaches us that for ev- 
erything there is a season, a time 
for every purpose under heaven,” 
Pelosi said on the House floor in 
Washington. 

“For me, the hour’s come for a 
new generation to lead the Demo- 
cratic caucus that I so deeply re- 
spect, and I am grateful that so 


many are ready and willing to 
shoulder this awesome responsi- 
bility,” she added. 

Pelosi, 82, said she will remain 
in Congress. 

Pelosi won reelection in the mid- 
terms with 84 percent of the vote, 
easily defeating Republican John 
Dennis. 

During the speech, which fre- 
quently drew applause, Pelosi 
recounted visiting the Capitol 
for the first time when she was 
young, with her father Thomas 
D’Alesandro Jr., a congressman 
at the time. 

“When I first came to the House 
floor at 6 years old, never would I 
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President Joe Biden (L) and his son Hunter Biden after attending Massin Johns sland, 


S.C.,on Aug. 13, 2022. 
CONGRESS 


House Republicans Allege Biden Was 
Involved in Hunter’s Business Dealings 


By CATHY HE 


‘The House Oversight Commit- 
tee will investigate President Joe 
Biden and his alleged involve- 
ment in his son Hunter's foreign 
business deals, Reps. James Com- 


er (R-Ky.) and Jim Jordan (R-Ohio) 
announced on Nov. 17 ahead of 
the GOP retaking the chamber in 
the new year. 

Contrary to the president's 
claims, the elder Biden was 
directly involved in Hunter's 
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The U.S. Capitol in Washington on 
Aug. 29, 2018. 


have thought that I would go from 
homemaker to House speaker,” 
she said. 

Pelosi has been the top Demo- 
crat in the House since 2003, in- 
Continued onA2 


international business dealings, 
Comer said, citing whistleblower 
evidence. 

“This is an investigation of 
Joe Biden, the president of the 
United States, and why he lied to 
the American people about his 
knowledge and participation in 
his family’s international busi- 
ness schemes,” he said at a press 
conference. 

Comer, who is the incoming 
Oversight Committee chairman, 
said the Biden family “flourished 
and became millionaires by sim- 
ply offering access to the family.” 

“This committee will evaluate 
the status of Joe Biden’s relation- 
ship with his family’s foreign 
partners, and whether he is a 
president who is compromised 
or swayed by foreign dollars and 
influence,” Comer said. 


Alleged Evidence of Crimes 
Committee Republicans released 
areport on Nov. 17 outlining their 
findings, claiming that they've 
uncovered evidence of federal 
crimes committed by or to the 
benefit of the Biden family. 
Continued on A2 


RUSSIA-UKRAINE 

Fighting Shifts 
Eastward After 
Russia’s Withdrawal 
From Kherson 


By ADAM MORROW 


Following the Russian withdraw- 
al from the northwestern bank of 
the Dnipro River in the southern 
Kherson region, the focus of fight- 
ing has shifted eastward, accord- 
ing to both Russian and Ukrainian 
sources. 


Fighting is reportedly heaviest in 
the eastern Donetsk area, which to- 
gether with Luhansk comprises the 
Russian-speaking Donbas region. 

In late September, Russia for- 
mally annexed Donetsk and Lu- 


Aman beside a 
damaged build- 
ingin Lyman, 
Donetsk region 
of Ukraine, on 
Oct. 21, 2022. 
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hansk, along with the southern 
Kherson and Zaporizhzhia re- 
gions. Since then, Moscow has 
viewed all four regions as Russian 
Federation territory. 

Continued on A10 


Funds, 
Filings Show 


Reclaiming these residences 
would be difficult because 
they are not in the company’s 
name, new CEO says 


By ANDREW MORAN 


The collapsed cryptocurrency ex- 
change FTX—in another example 
of financial impropriety—was dis- 
covered to have used corporate funds 
to buy homes in the Bahamas and 
other personal items in the names 
ofemployees and company advisers, 
according to new court documents. 


The dot-com bubble 
is minor to what’s just 
happened in crypto. 


Giorgi Khazaradze, 
CEO of crypto platform Aurox 


In a 30-page bankruptcy declara- 
tion to the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the District of Delaware, newly ap- 
pointed FTX CEO John Ray IIT con- 
firmed that a paucity of corporate 
controls for accounting purposes 
resulted in spending that wasn't “ap- 
propriate for a business enterprise.” 

Ray, who had managed Enron's 
bankruptcy proceedings and restruc- 
turing, noted that corporate housing 
arrangements are common, particu- 
larly for companies that are located 
in opulent areas. However, he stated 
in the documents that “certain real 
estate was recorded in the personal 
name of these employees and advi- 
sors” in an unusual arrangement. 

Itwould be difficultto reclaim these 
homessince they aren’tin the compa- 
ny’s name, and there are no records 
of these transactions, Ray said. 

Hewrotein the documentsthatthe 
crypto exchange failed to maintain 
disbursement orsecurity controls and 
Continued on A4 


RUSSIA-UKRAINE 


Russia-— 
Ukraine Grain 
Deal Extended 
by 120 Days 


By TOM OZIMEK 


The Russia-Ukraine grain deal that 
facilitates export of Ukrainian agri- 
cultural exports via Black Sea ports 
has been extended by 120 days, ac- 
cording to Russia, Turkey, Ukraine, 
and the United Nations. 

“I welcome the agreement by all 
parties to continue the Black Sea 
Grain Initiative to facilitate the safe 
navigation of export of grain, food- 
stuffs and fertilizers from Ukraine,” 
U.N. Secretary-General Anténio 
Guterres wrote in a statement on 
‘Twitter. 

Guterres thanked Turkey for its 
leadership in brokering talks be- 
tween the warring sides and has 
credited its leadership for the ar- 
rangement for helping alleviate food 
shortages. 

Continued on A10 


“Nothing is 
more 
important 
than this 
criminalization 


that has occurred 

in our justice system 
here in the United 
States of America.” 


FORMER REP. DEVIN NUNES 
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President Joe Biden, along with his son Hunter Biden and his wife, disembarks Air Force One upon arrival at Joint Base Andrews, Md., on Aug. 16, 2022. 


House Republicans Allege Biden Was 
Involved in Hunter’s Business Dealings 


CONTINUED FROM Al 


“The Biden family's business 
dealings implicate a wide range of 
criminality from human traffick- 
ing, to potential violations of the 
Constitution,” Comer said. 

Such crimes, according to Com- 
er, include conspiracy to defraud 
the United States, wire fraud, 
violation of the Foreign Agents 
Registration Act, violations of the 
Foreign Corrupt Practices Action, 
tax evasion, money laundering, 
and violations of the Trafficking 
Victims Protection Act. 

Citing media reports, Comer 
said more than 150 transac- 
tions from the Bidens’ business 
dealings have been flagged by 
U.S. banks through filings of 
Suspicious Activity Reports 
(SARs). U.S. banks are required 
by law to flag cash transactions 
exceeding $10,000 per day and 
automatically file SARs with a 
Treasury Department agency in 
an effort to prevent criminal ac- 
tivities, such as money launder- 
ing and tax evasion. 

“One SAR generated by an 
American bank to the Treasury 
Department connects Hunter 


Pelosi to Leav 
US House 
Leadership 
but Remain 
in Congress 


CONTINUED FROM Al 


cluding several stints as speaker, 
a position held by a member of the 
majority. 

Pelosi had vowed not to run for 
speaker again but didn’t make 
any promises about being the top 
Democrat in the House if Demo- 
crats were in the minority. 

Republicans flipped the House 
this week and will secure control 
once the new Congress convenes 
in January 2023. 

Pelosi hasn't endorsed a successor. 


Possible Successor 

Pelosi’s comments came after a 
report that Rep. Adam Schiff (D- 
Calif.) has chosen not to run for a 
House Democrat leadership posi- 
tion. 

Rep. Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.), 
who has long been rumored as the 
frontrunner to replace Pelosi, now 
has one less contender to deal with, 
Politico reported. 

Spokespersons for Schiff, 62, and 
Jeffries, 52, didn’t respond to re- 
quests for comment. 

Jeffries, 52, is currently the chair- 
man of the Democrat caucus. 

The other Democrat leadership 


The Biden 
family’s 
business 
dealings 
implicate a 
wide range of 
criminality 
from human 
trafficking 
to potential 
violations 

of the 
Constitution. 


Rep. James Comer 


Biden and his business associates 
to international human traffick- 
ing, among other illegal activi- 
ties,” Comer said. 

Comer noted that committee 
Republicans have pressed the 
Treasury Department to release 
the SARs records, but the depart- 
ment has refused. They'll con- 
tinue to pursue those records in 
the new Congress, he said, when 
the Republicans hold subpoena 
power. 

“As part of our investigation, we 
have evidence that the finances, 
credit cards, and bank accounts of 
Hunter and Joe Biden were com- 
mingled, if not shared,” Comer 
said. 


China Deals 

‘The investigation by the commit- 
tee Republicans has uncovered 
business deals by the Biden family 
in more than 50 countries, often 
led by Hunter Biden, including in 
Russia and China, according to 
Comer. 

“The investigation reveals a 
family that engaged with some of 
America’s most powerful adver- 
saries, planning to sell one of 
the largest sources of cobalt for 


The Capitol in Washington on Dec. 10, 2018. 
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U.S. Rep. James Comer (R-Ky,) speaks 
during anews conference at the U.S. 
Capitol in Washington on Nov. 17, 2022. 


electric vehicles in the world to 
the Chinese, for example,” he said. 

Another China business deal 
involved the sale of natural gas to 
China from at least 2017. 

Comer said that evidence 
showed that Joe Biden had a 10 
percent equity stake in the deal 
through Hunter. 

According to emails disclosed 
by the committee Republicans, 
Hunter was facilitating the 
natural gas deal with top execu- 
tives from the now-defunct CEFC 
China Energy, at the time, one of 
the largest energy firms in China. 

In another email from Sep- 
tember 2017, Hunter wrote to the 
landlord of an office building 
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posts are held by Reps. Steny Hoyer 
(D-Md.), James Clyburn (D-S.C.), 
and Katherine Clark (D-Mass.). 

Hoyer, 83, is the majority leader. 
Clyburn, 82, is the majority whip. 
Clark, 59, is the assistant speaker. 

Rep. Sean Patrick Maloney (D- 
N.Y.), 56, the head of the House 
Democrat campaign arm, is out 
of the picture after losing to Re- 
publican Mike Lawler in the race 
to represent New York's 17th Con- 
gressional District. 


Support 
A number of members spoke 
out in support of Pelosi before 
her speech, including Reps. Ann 
McLane Kuster (D-N.H.), Mark 
Takano (D-Calif.), and Joe Wilson 
(R-S.C)). 

After the speech, numerous 
members embraced Pelosi. 

“Speaker Nancy Pelosi is the 


G.O.A-T. Thank you for all that you 
have done for America,” Jeffries 
said in a statement. GOAT stands 
for greatest of all time. 

House Democrats are scheduled 
to vote on their leaders on Nov. 30. 
House Republicans already chose 
House Minority Leader Kevin Mc- 
Carthy (R-Calif.) as their speaker 
candidate and have selected their 
other leaders. 

“Itis offic One-party Democrat 
rule is finished,” McCarthy said 
on Fox News on Nov. 16. “We have 
fired Nancy Pelosi.” 


Top House Democrats Follow 
Pelosi 
Hoyer, the No. 2 Democrat, on Nov. 
17 announced he would step down 
from leadership, following Pelosi; 
Clyburn, the No. 3 Democrat has 
also indicated he will step down. 
Hoyer said ina letter to colleagues 


Speaker 
Pelosi has left 
an indelible 
mark on 
Congress and 
the country, 
and I look 
forward to 
her continued 
service. 


Rep. James Clyburn 


requesting to “have keys made 
available for new office mates,” 
whom he identified to be the 
senior Biden, Jill Biden, and the 
president's brother, Jim. Hunter 
gave his father and uncle's per- 
sonal cellphone numbers in case 
the recipient needed to call for 
confirmation. 

“Ata time when Americans are 
suffering from high energy prices, 
because of this administration’s 
terrible energy policy, we find evi- 
dence that Hunter Biden and Joe 
Biden were involved in a scheme 
to try to get China to buy liquefied 
natural gas,” Comer said. 

‘The president has repeat- 
edly denied any knowledge of 
or involvement in his son's busi- 
ness deals. During a September 
interview on “60 Minutes,” the 
president was asked if Hunter's 
dealings have caused conflicts for 
him or the United States, to which 
the senior Biden replied, “There’s 
not a single thing that I've ob- 
served at all that would affect me 
or the United States relative to my 
son Hunter.” 

Last week, the president brushed 
off the possibility of investigations 
by Republicans into his family, 
saying, “Lots of luck in your senior 
year, as my coach used to say.” 

Separately, federal investigators 
have been probing Hunter Biden 
over his tax affairs for at least two 
years. Thus far, no charges have 
been announced in that case. 

Comer emphasized that their 
investigation will focus on the 
senior Biden. 

“The domestic and international 
scheme that promised access to 
wealth in a future Biden admin- 
istration constitute fraud. And 
the President's participation in 
enriching his family is in a word 
abuse of the highest order,” he 
alleged. 

“Rooting out waste, fraud, and 
abuse will be the primary goal 
of a Republican House Oversight 
Committee.” 

Responding to the House Re- 
publicans’ announcement, lan 
Sams, spokesman for the White 
House Counsel's office, described 
the move as “politically-motivated 
attacks chock full of long-de- 
bunked conspiracy theories.” 

“President Biden is not going to 
let these political attacks distract 
him from focusing on Americans’ 
priorities, and we hope congres- 
sional Republicans will join us in 
tackling them instead of wasting 
time and resources on political re- 
venge,” Sams wrote in an emailed 
statement to The Epoch Times. 


Eva Fu contributed to this report. 


that he won't seek a leadership po- 
sition in the next Congress. 

“Like my dear friend, John Lew- 
is, I believe God's work for us is to 
create that ‘beloved community’ 
for which John worked so consis- 
tently and courageously. I believe 
there is much for me still to do in 
pursuit of that endeavor,” Hoyer 
said, referring to the late Rep. John 
Lewis. “I believe that it is time for 
me, however, to continue my ser- 
vice in a different role. Therefore, 
Ihave decided not to seek elected 
leadership in the 118th Congress,” 
he wrote. 

Pelosi and Hoyer have been in 
leadership together for nearly two 
decades. 

Clyburn in a statement indicated 
that he also will not seek another 
term in leadership. 

“Speaker Pelosi has left an in- 
delible mark on Congress and 
the country, and I look forward to 
her continued service and doing 
whatever I can to assist our new 
generation of Democratic Leaders 
which I hope to be Hakeem Jeffries, 
Katherine Clark, and Pete Aguilar,” 
he wrote. 

Hoyer said he strongly endorsed. 
Jeffries for the top Democrat. 

Jeffries's office didn’t respond to 
arequest for comment on Nov. 17. 

Clark (D-Mass.), 59, is the assis- 
tant speaker. Aguilar (D-Calif.), 
43, is the Democratic Caucus vice 
chair. 

Jeffries, Clark, and Aguilar in 
statements released on Nov. 17 
praised Pelosi but didn't comment 
on the upcoming Democrat leader- 
ship vote, which is set for Nov. 30. 
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Yellen Contradicts 
Biden, Sees 


No Reason to 


Investigate Musk’s 


Twitter Deal 


EMEL AKAN 


Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen says 
thatthere's “no basis” fora probeinto 
billionaire Elon Musk’s $44 billion ac- 
quisition of Twitter. 

Yellen's comments came after 
President Joe Biden indicated that the 
Twitter acquisition was “worth being 
looked at” from a national security 
standpoint because foreign financing 
was involved. 

‘The Treasury Department has the 
authority to investigate certain acqui- 
sitions involving foreign investment 
in the United States. 

“Well, I'm not sure precisely what 
[the president] had in mind, but we 
are—we have really no basis—to the 
best of my knowledge—to examine 
[Musk’s] finances of his company,” 
Yellen told CBS News on Nov. 15. 

“I'm not aware of concerns that 
would cause us to [investigate].” 

Yellen commented while in Bali, 
Indonesia, for the G-20 meetings. 


‘IDon’t Understand This Decision’ 
Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.), who 
had previously expressed concern 
about potential Saudi influence over 
Twitter's operations, reacted to Yel- 
len’s statement. 


Murphy asked 


Yellen ina 
letter dated 
Oct. 31 to 
perform an 
immediate 
review of 
the recent 
changes in 
Twitter's 
ownership 
and 
governance. 


Twitter headquarters in San Francisco on Nov. 4, 2022. 
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“I don't understand this decision. 
CFIUS is designed to review trans- 
actions like this,” Murphy wrote on 
‘Twitter on Nov. 16. 

Yellen chairs the Committee on For- 
eign Investment in the United States 
(CFIUS), a panel thatreviews domes- 
tic business deals that involve foreign 
investment. 

Murphy continued, “We need to 
ask: Why did the Saudis partner with 
Musk on this purchase? Why didn't 
they take their $$ outlike other own- 
ers? What access do they have to data? 
Whatsay do they have on content?” 

‘The Treasury Department didn’t 
respond to a request for comment. 

Murphy, a member of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, has 
been one ofthe most vocal supporters 
ofan investigation into Musk’s Twitter 


deal. His rationale for the investiga- 
tion is that Musk had received money 
from investors in Qatar and Saudi 
Arabia to help finance his acquisition. 

Murphy asked Yellen in a letter 
dated Oct. 31 to perform an imme- 
diate review of the recent changes in 
Twitter's ownership and governance. 

“Setting aside the vast stores of data 
that Twitter has collected on Ameri- 
can citizens, any potential that Twit- 
ter’s foreign ownership will result in 
increased censorship, misinforma- 
tion, or political violence is a grave 
national security concern,” he wrote 
in the letter. “Saudi Arabia is one of 
the most repressive countries in the 
world, with little to no tolerance for 
free expression.” 

Saudi Prince Alwaleed bin Ta- 
lal, an influential investor, has long 


beena shareholder in Twitter. He an- 
nounced his intention to maintain 
his stakein the private company after 
Musk launched his takeover bid. 

According to areport by Brookings, 
the Saudi prince invested $1.89 billion 
inthe private company, while another 
$375 million came from the Kingdom 
of Qatar. Together, they account for 
less than 5 percent of all financing 
commitments. 

Biden told reporters on Nov. 9 
that the billionaire's “cooperation 
and/or technical relationships with 
other countries is worthy of being 
looked at.” 

When asked how the administra- 
tion would look into Musk’s foreign 
ties, Biden said there are a “lot of 
ways” this could be done, but didn’t 
elaborate. 


Mike Gonzalez, senior fellow at The Heritage Foundation, in Washington on Sep. 22, 2020. 
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Conservative Think Tank Report 
Urges Congressional Investigation 
on Black Lives Matter Organizations 


TERRI WU 


WASHINGTON—A new special 
report on cultural Marxism is urg- 
ing Congress to hold hearings on 
Black Lives Matter (BLM) organi- 
zations. 

America’s political leaders 
shouldn't shy away from investi- 
gating any organizations with the 
words “Black Lives Matter” in their 
titles for fear of the “racist” label, 
according to the report's authors, 
Mike Gonzalez, an expert at the 
conservative think tank Heritage 
Foundation, and Katharine Gorka, 
anational security expert and for- 
mer research fellow with the Heri- 
tage Foundation. 

“Because [BLM organizations] 
have been the vector for the intro- 
duction of cultural Marxism into 
the lives of all Americans, getting 
serious about the threat that the 
BLM organizations represent is 
the most immediate, and easi- 
est, thing that Americans can do 
to confront Marxism,” the report 
reads. 

The authors define cultural 
Marxism asa more sophisticated 
and nuanced version of Marxism 
led by American Marxists “under 
the pretense of social justice.” In- 
stead of pitting workers against 
capitalists, cultural Marxists use 
race and gender to drive wedges 


between various racial groups and. 
between children and parents to 
destroy the nuclear family in 
America, according to the authors. 

‘The report argues that critical 
race theory—a framework that 
views America as systemically rac- 
ist—in education, America’s war 
on climate change, and corporate 
America’s environmental, social, 
and corporate governance rules 
are all parts of Marxist strategies. 

On Nov. 14, a discussion about 
this report was held at the Heritage 
Foundation, and Gonzalez told 
the audience that it’s legal to be a 
communist in the United States, 
but people should be aware of the 
BLM leaders’ Marxist beliefs and 
intentions. 

According to the U.S. Crisis Mon- 
itor, 633 riots took place in 2020 
after the death of George Floyd, 
Gonzalez said ina previous Epoch 
Times interview. The Insurance 
Information Institute noted that 
these riots were the costliest civil 
unrestin U.S. history, withinsured 
losses estimated at more than $2 
billion. 

“Tthink the country should know 
whether you [leaders of BLM orga- 
nizations] have unleashed this lev- 
el of violence and have had these 
riots because you believe in these 
ideas,” Gonzalez said at the event. 

Leaders of the Black Lives Mat- 


ter Global Network Foundation 
(BLMGNF), an umbrella organi- 
zation for the BLM movement, 
had openly said they were “trained 
Marxists,” and they should be the 
subject of congressional investi- 
gations, according to the special 
report's authors. 

Alicia Garza, one ofthe BLMGNF 
founders, said at a Left Forum 
convention, “It's not possible for a 
world to emerge where blacklives 
matterifit's under capitalism. And 
it's not possible to abolish capi- 
talism without a struggle against 
national oppression and gender 
oppression.” 

Left Forum is a Marxist organi- 
zation. 

Sebastian Gorka, a former strate- 
gist for President Donald Trump 
and host of the “America First” 
radio show, praised the paper 
as “crucial” in addressing a new 
Marxist challenge different than 
that in the Cold War. 

“The challenge has so utterly 
transmogrified from an external 
kinetic military one to aninternal 
political one. And [BLM activists] 
have rights, but they're undermin- 
ing the Constitution with those 
rights,” he said. 

Representatives for BLMGNF 
didn’t respond to a request by 
‘The Epoch Times for comment 
by press time. 


Nunes: GOP House’s No. 1 Task 
Is ‘Depoliticizing Justice System’ 


PETRSVAB 


‘The top priority of Republi- 
can lawmakers upon their 
gaining control of the House 
should be to root out politi- 
cal motivations from the U.S. 
justice system, according to 
former Rep. Devin Nunes (R- 
Calif.). 

Federal law enforcement 
has been hijacked as a cudgel 
against political opponents, 
according to Nunes, who’s 
now the head of Truth Social, 
the social media platform 
owned by former President 
Donald Trump. 


Nothing is more 
important 
than this 
criminalization 
that has occurred 
in our justice 
system. 


Former Rep. Devin Nunes 


When Republicans gain con- 
trol of the House come Janu- 
ary 2023, they'll be able to use 
subpoena power to gather 
information and “expose” 
improprieties in the justice 
system. 

“They don’t have guns, they 
don't have badges. They can’t 
go and arrest people. But they 
can issue subpoena after sub- 
poena after subpoena, like we 
did back in 2017 and ‘18, and 
expose all this corruption to 
the American people,” Nunes 
told Paul Greaney, host of Ep- 
ochTV's “Newsmakers.” 

Nunes was one of the key 
lawmakers forcing the dis- 
closure of FBI surveillance of 
people tied to Trump in 2016 
and 2017. He discovered that 
the FBI obtained a secret spy- 
ing warrant on Trump aide 
Carter Page using false allega- 
tions of Russian collusion ped- 
dled by individuals funded by 
Trump's opponent in the 2016 
election, former Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton. 

“Having been involved in 


this and having seen this cor- 
ruption so close, to me, it’s the 
No. 1 issue that’s out there ... 
depoliticizing the justice sys- 
tem in this country,” he said. 

“There’s nothing more im- 
portant than that. Yes, energy 
independence is important. 
Yes, the economy is impor- 
tant. Yes, health care is impor- 
tant. All these things are im- 
portant. But nothing is more 
important than this criminal- 
ization that has occurred in 
our justice system here in the 
United States of America.” 

Nunes particularly de- 
nounced the FBI for raiding 
Trump's residence in Florida 
earlier this year. 

“Going through his kid's 
closet, going through his 
wife's closet. These are scary 
times,” he said, noting that 
such actions are “something 
that you would expect from 
dictatorships in third-world 
countries.” 

Republican Congress mem- 
bers should launch investiga- 
tions into such actions, he 
suggested. 

“They have a responsibility 
to this country to try to get to 
the bottom of a whole host of 
these problems within the so- 
called Deep State,” he said. 

“Really what it is, it’s the De- 
partment of Justice, working 
with first the Obama admin- 
istration, continuing working 
with the left, and then now 
with the Biden administra- 
tion to weaponize the Justice 
Department and use the 
intelligence agencies—most 
importantly, it’s the FBI that 
they've used—to weaponize 
this process.” 
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Rep. Devin Nunes (R-Calif.) at the 
U.S. Capitol in Washington on 
June 29, 2021. 
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White Former Seattle 
City Employee 

Sues Over Racially 
Discriminatory 
Indoctrination 


MATTHEW VADUM 


A white former Seattle city employ- 
ee filed a federal civil rights lawsuit 
over the city’s racially discrimina- 
tory treatment of employees and its 
mandatory cultural sensitivity pro- 
grams that he claims constitute racial 
indoctrination aimed against white 
people. 

Cultural sensitivity training ses- 
sions are controversial. They often 
rely on radical, unproven academic 
theories—such as the Marxist-de- 
rived critical race theory—that as- 
sume that the United States is inher- 
ently racist and that white Americans 
are, by their nature, racist. The back- 
lash against such training in both 
government and corporate settings 
has been growing in recent years. 

Former city employee Joshua Di- 
emert is suing Seattle under the 
Equal Protection Clause ofthe Four- 
teenth Amendment and Title VII of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 for dam- 
ages and in hopes of preventing the 
city from treating individuals differ- 
ently because of their race. 

Seattle's Human Services Depart- 
ment (HSD) hired Joshua Diemert 
in 2013 as a program intake repre- 
sentative. He received excellent work 
evaluations and, after a year, earned 
a prestigious award recognizing his 
performance. 

Laura D'Agostino, an attorney at 
Pacific Legal Foundation (PLF), the 
national public interest law firm rep- 
resenting Diemert, said he’s suing 
because Seattle created a “racially 
hostile work environment and was 


FTX Bought Bahamas Homes 


treating our client differently be- 
cause of his race.” 

For the eight-and-a-half years he 
was with HSD, Diemert “worked with 
the most marginalized populations 
to help them access city services.” 

But things changed, and as time 
wore on, Diemert suffered harass- 
ment and racial discrimination 
because he resisted the city’s Race 
and Social Justice Initiative (RSJI), a 
citywide effort that began in 2004 as 
city council and mayoral directives to 
end the city government's purported 
“institutional racism,” according toa 
summary by PLF. 

Led by the Seattle Office for Civil 
Rights, the initiative compels city 
employees to apply a “Racial Eq- 
uity Toolkit”—drawn from critical 
race theory—to every conceivable 
city function. For Diemert’s depart- 
ment, this meant required training 
sessions that promoted concepts 
suchas “white privilege” and collec- 
tive guilt that white employees must 
shoulder for societal inequities. At 
some sessions, he was required to ac- 
knowledge his supposed complicity 
inracism. He experienced unending 
pressure to join racial affinity groups 
that would meet separately to work 
on matters of “race.” 

According to the summary, the 
trainings’ race-related messages 
spilled over to the workplace, where 
Diemert’s managers often repeated 
the initiative's principles. The city 
also disseminated and encouraged 
racist messaging in emails, lunch- 
room conversations, and meetings. 
Diemert often felt pressured into con- 


Seattle City Hall on Sept. 19, 2016. 
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The trainings 
say that 
things such as 
perfectionism, 
being on 
time, focusing 
on things 
being in 
writing, and 
demanding 
the certain 
standards are 
met, are all 
‘emblematic 
of white 


supremacy.’ 


forming out of fear of retaliation and 
incurring the wrath of his supervi- 
sors and coworkers. When Diemert 
spoke out against racist messaging at 
amandated workshop, his coworkers 
smeared him asa white supremacist 
and berated him about his race. 

The RSJI's discriminatory frame- 
work pervaded and distorted every 
aspect of Diemert’s workplace expe- 
rience and hurthis health. In 2018, a 
doctor urged that he be excused from 
the cultural sensitivity training for 
several months, but the department 
refused. Seattle dismissed Diemert’s 
concerns, blaming his “white privi- 
lege” for his suffering. Knowing his 
skin color would prevent him from 
being viewed positively, he eventu- 
ally quit his job. 

D'Agostino said all city employees 
were forced to participate in RSJI 
training sessions, which factored 
into employee evaluations. 

All the trainings take as a presump- 
tion that the entire American sys- 
tem is based on “white supremacy,” 
which refers not only to skin color but 
to European or Christian identity, she 
told The Epoch Times. 

The trainings go even further, 


saying that things such as perfec- 
tionism, being on time, focusing 
on things being in writing, and de- 
manding that certain standards are 
metare all “emblematic of white su- 
premacy.” 

‘These trainings aren't anti-bias 
education aimed at making sure 
everyone is treated equally, but in- 
stead, the city “automatically puts 
this badge of evil upon you that you 
can never get out of, because you are 
automatically racist, both conscious- 
ly or unconsciously.” 

‘The Seattle City Attorney's Office 
refused to comment on the case. 

“Our office is aware of this com- 
plaint and we are currently review- 
ing the allegations against the City,” 
Anthony Derrick, Communications 
Director for the Seattle City Attor- 
ney’s Office, said in an email to The 
Epoch Times. 

“As we are unable to comment on 
ongoing litigation, the City Attorney's 
Office has no further statement at 
this time.” 

The case, filed on Nov. 16in the U.S. 
District Court for the Western District 
of Washington, is Diemert v. City of 
Seattle, court file 2:22-cv-01640. 


with Corporate Funds, Filings Show 
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proper books and records, noting that 
employees submitted reimbursement 
requests through an online chat plat- 
form and with personalized emojis. 

“The debtors did not have the type 
of disbursement controls that I be- 
lieve are appropriate for a business 
enterprise,” the new CEO said. “For 
example, employees ofthe FTX Group 
submitted paymentrequests through 
anonline ‘chat’ platform where a dis- 
parate group of supervisors approved. 
disbursements by responding with 
personalized emojis.” 

Ray conceded that he doesn't pos- 
sess any confidence in the balance 
sheet statements of FTX and its af- 
filiated companies, including Alam- 
eda Research. 

“The debtors do not have an ac- 
counting department,” he said, not- 
ing that it might take time to prepare 
reliable financial statements. 

Ray revealed that he hadn't been 
able to locate some of FTX’s employ- 
ees, suggesting that they either fled 
or didn't exist. 

“Atthis time, the debtors have been 
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Sam Bankman-Fried in New York on 
June 23, 2022. 


unable to prepare a complete list of 
who worked for the FTX Group,” he 
said. “Repeated attempts to locate 
certain presumed employees to con- 
firm their status have been unsuc- 
cessful to date.” 

Earlier this month, FTX filed for 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection. 


Alameda Research Loans Billions 
Itwas recently reported that Alameda 
Research, an investment fund started 
by (former) FTX CEO Sam Bankman- 
Fried, quietly borrowed billions in 
FTX client funds and then traded the 
deposits without explicit consent. 

‘Thatviolated FTX’s terms of service. 

“You control the Digital Assets held 
in your Account. Title to your Digital 
Assets shall at all times remain with 
youand shall not transfer to FTX Trad- 
ing,” Section 8.2 ofthe terms ofservice 
states. “None of the Digital Assets in 
your Account are the property of, or 
shall or may be loaned to, FTX Trad- 
ing; FTX Trading does notrepresentor 
treat Digital Assets in User's Accounts 
as belonging to FTX Trading.” 

Alameda Research CEO Caroline 
Ellison admitted that she, Bankman- 
Fried, and other executives knew 
abouttransferring customer funds to 
the investment firm, The Wall Street 
Journal reported, citing people famil- 
iar with the situation. 

At the same time, a bankruptcy 
court filing revealed that Bankman- 
Fried and others received $4.1 billion 
in combined loans from Alameda. 
‘This included a $1 billion loan to 
Bankman-Fried and $2.3 billion to 
FTX subsidiary Paper Bird. Alameda 
also extended a $543 million loan to 
Nishad Singh, head of engineering at 
FTX, and $55 million to Ryan Salame, 
head of FTX Digital Markets. 


ABlack Hole 
‘The FTX saga continues to unfold, 
with new developments regularly 
revealed. But what comes next? 

Rep. Greg Steube (R-Fla.) told The 


Epoch Times that the link between 
FTX, Ukraine, and the Democratic 
Partyis suspicious and that House Re- 
publicans will most likely look into it 
during the next session of Congress. 

According to Gabriella Kusz, CEO 
of the Global Digital Asset and Cryp- 
tocurrency Association, many firms 
have been public about their exposure 
to FTX and its native token, FTT. But 
her organization is going further by 
writing an open letter to the crypto 
industry about core principles that 
can help the sector move forward and 
renew its health and reputation. 

“This is not the end for the crypto 
industry—the Global DCA is already 
moving to advance industry disci- 
pline and the vehicle for ensuring 
alignment with the six core prin- 
ciples—credible self-regulation ori- 
ented in the public interest,” she told 
‘The Epoch Times. “What does this 
mean, exactly? Good industry actors 
coming together in a public-private 
partnership with government regu- 
lators and legislators to help drive 
industry standards, guidance, and 
stewardship.” 

Despite the doom and gloom sur- 
rounding the crypto industry, Gior- 
gi Khazaradze, CEO of the crypto 
platform and ecosystem Aurox, 
thinks the decentralized finance 
space will “shine.” 

“We are seeing tokens leaving ex- 
changes and people withdrawing 
from custodial services because trust 
is lost with cryptocurrency. Decen- 
tralization and being transparent to 
users will reestablish that trust over 
time (open-sourcing contracts, open- 
sourcing wallets, etc.),” he told The 
Epoch Times. 

Platforms and users will need to re- 
turn to the core decentralization ob- 
jective ofcryptocurrency rather than 
functioning as an ecosystem of only 
tokens, Khazaradze said. 

“It's so much more,” he said. “The 
dot-com bubble is minor to what's just 
happened in crypto.” 


State of Emergency 
Declared in NY Ahead 
of Storm That Could 
Dump 6 Feet of Snow 


JACK PHILLIPS 


New York Gov. Kathy Hochul declared a state of 
emergency on Nov. 17 ahead of a major winter 
storm that could dump several feet ofsnowin Buf- 
falo and other parts of western New York. 

Ina statement, the governor declared an emer- 
gency in 11 counties after it was forecast that up 
to four feet of snow could fall in Buffalo and up to 
six feet of snow could accumulate in Watertown. 

“Hazardous travel conditions and local power 
outages as a result of the storm are likely due to 
the combination of snow and wind in the forecast,” 
the governor's office said. “Lightning and 

thunder may also occur in the heavier, 
more intense bands. Governor Hochul 
urged New Yorkers to stay alert and 
avoid unnecessary travel Thursday 
evening through Friday, particularly 
in the Buffalo and Watertown areas.” 
‘The emergency was declared for Cat- 
taraugus, Chautauqua, Erie, Genesee, 
Jefferson, Lewis, Niagara, Oneida, 
Oswego, St. Lawrence, and Wyoming 
counties. 
“My administration has been preparing 
around the clock for this potentially life- 
threatening weather event, bringing in additional 
safety personnel and equipment, closing down 
the New York State Thruway, and activating Emer- 
gency Operation Centers. l urge all New Yorkers to 
stay prepared and vigilant over the next few days, 
making sure to look after vulnerable loved ones 
and neighbors,” Hochul said. 

The NFL, meanwhile, relocated a Buffalo Bills 
game against the Cleveland Browns to Ford Field 
in Detroit on Nov. 20 due to the storm. 

Weather forecasters say the snowfall would be 
at its greatest intensity between 7 p.m. local time 
on Nov. 17 and7 p.m. on Nov. 18. 

‘The governor urged motorists to stay offthe roads 
during the peak period to allow crews to work. 

“We anticipate the heavy snow is going to con- 
tinue falling through the weekend,” Hochul said 
inanews conference. “The cleanup is going to take 
some time, and there are going to be people who 
need your help. So, that's what we're calling on. We 
know how to do this. Am I sounding the alarms? 
Yes, because I want Western New Yorkers to take 
this seriously.” 


New York Gov. 
Kathy Hochul. 
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COURTESY OF OR, ERIC NAPUTE 


Missouri chiropractor Dr. Eric Napute is facing civil penalties totaling more than $500 billion in a government case that claims he fraudulently profited from 
the sale and promotion of vitamin D and zinc during the COVID-19 pandemic. 


Missouri Doctor Faces $500 Billion 


in FTC Fines for Promoting 


Vitamin D3 During Pandemic 


ALLAN STEIN 


ASt. Louis chiropractor could face 
more than $500 billion in civil pen- 
alties through a federal lawsuit that 
alleges that he profited from selling 
vitamin D and zinc products in vio- 
lation of the COVID-19 Consumer 
Protection Act. 

“The federal government is suing 
me for half a trillion dollars ... for 
telling people to take vitamins,” Dr. 
Eric Nepute said. 

Nepute said his case goes to trial 
in Missouri federal court in 
March. 

The Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC) filed 
the 27-page complaint 
in April 2021. It alleges, 
among other things, 
that Nepute profited 
from the online sale of vi- A 
tamin D and zinc products 
during the COVID-19 pub- 
lic health emergency. 

Nepute is a licensed chi- 
ropractor and owner of Ne- 
pute Wellness Center in St. 
Louis. He also owns Quick- 
work, a limited liability company 
doing business as Wellness Warrior. 

‘The government's complaint al- 
leges that Nepute, through social 
media and internet advertising, 
promoted and sold “Wellness War- 
rior Vita D” and other products as 
drugs capable of treating or pre- 
venting COVID-19. 

“Starting no later than June 


Dr. Anthony 
Fauci. 
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2020, [Nepute] began advertising 
a protocol that customers should 
follow to protect against, prevent, 
or treat COVID-19. This protocol, 
which has varied over time, ad- 
vises consumers to take [daily] 
substantial quantities of emulsi- 
fied Vitamin D3 and zinc,” found 
in the Wellness Warrior products, 
the complaint reads. 

‘The complaint also states that “no 
published studies prove Vitamin D 
protects against, treats, or prevents 
COVID-19." 

According to the suit, Ne- 
pute’s “lack of factual or 
scientific bases for these 
claims [are] frequently 
accompanied by equally 
unsupported assertions 
regarding applicable sci- 
ence.” 

“In short, defendants 
are selling their products 
by disseminating informa- 
tion, exploiting fears [amid] 
a pandemic, and posting a 
significant risk to public 
health and safety,” the com- 
plaint reads. 

However, the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
stated that vitamin D is “essential 
for bone health as well as muscle 
and nerve functions [and] helps the 
immune system fight off bacteria 
and viruses.” 

Despite numerous settlement 
offers and arbitration, Nepute has 
rejected any out-of-court resolution 


FBI Director Wray Defends 
Using Bureau Jet to Go on Vacation 


What I've 

done is repeat 
medical 
literature 

and provide 
solutions for 
people who 
didn’t feel they 
hada solution 
for anything. 


Eric Nepute, 
chiropractor 
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ZACHARY STIEBER 


FBI Director Christopher Wray on 
Nov. 17 defended leaving a congres- 
sional hearing abruptly and using 
an official bureau jet to go on vaca- 
tion after telling a senator he was 
attending to business. 

Wray, a Trump appointee, con- 
firmed under questioning by Sen. 
Josh Hawley (R-Mo.) that he flew 
to Saranac Lake in New York from 
an Aug. 4 Senate hearing. 

“You were going on vacation?” 
Hawley asked. 

Wray said, “I was, yes.” 

Hawley asked, “So, you left a statu- 
torily required oversight hearing in 
order to go on a personal vacation 
to the Adirondacks?” 

Wray said, “I took a flight to go visit 
my family, as had been previously 


arranged in conjunction with lead- 
ership of the committee.” 

Hawley then cited Sen. Chuck 
Grassley (R-Iowa), who had asked 
Wray to remain for longer during 
the August hearing so members 
could ask more questions. 

At one point, Grassley said, “I as- 
sume you've got other business,” to 
which Wray answered affirmatively. 

“And you said you had a plane to 
catch. You had somewhere to go. 
And now we find out it was for vaca- 
tion?” Hawley said. 

Wray said, “The reference to other 
business was not a reference that 
day, it was a reference to the follow- 
ing week when Sen. Grassley and I 
were going to see each other in Iowa, 
when I had other business in Iowa. 
And I did, in fact, see him then.” 

Grassley’s office didn’t respond to 


Grassley had 
asked Wray 
to remain for 
longer during 
the August 
hearing so 
members 
could 

ask more 
questions, 
according 

to Hawley. 


and feels confident that his case is 
strong enough to go to trial. 

“The only reason they're coming 
after me—and they said this—is 
because I’m the first doctor they 
went after, and they want to set a 
precedent,” he said. “They said they 
wouldn't stop until they had ‘blood 
on their sword.’ That's literally from 
the FTC's mouth.” 

Nepute said his vocal stance favor- 
ing vitamin D and zinc as immune 
boosters—including his public dis- 
tribution of 2 million tablets dur- 
ing the COVID-19 pandemic at no 
charge—drew the federal govern- 
ment's attention. 

At the time, the government fo- 
cused on the emergency authorized 
use of COVID-19 vaccines as the 
only course of safe and effective 
treatment of the disease. 

“The [FTC is] pushing this because 
it’s political,” Nepute told The Ep- 
och Times. “I've spent $3.5 million 
defending myself. The only tactic 
they have is to drag this out sol can’t 
afford to take it to trial.” 

His lawyers recently filed a motion 
to dismiss the government's case 
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arequest for comment. 

“So you had to leave the hearing 
early because you're gonna see him 
later in lowa? You had a week,” Haw- 
ley said. 

Wray said, “No, I had to leave 
when I said I was going to have to 
leave as have been previously orga- 
nized with the leadership.” 

Abureau spokesperson previously 
told The Epoch Times that Wray fol- 
lowed federal guidelines on using 
government aircraft. Wray said 
he's required to use an FBI plane 
when he travels, regardless of the 
reason, and that he pays for each 
trip. Wray said on Nov. 17 that the 
bureau would comply with requests 
for receipts. 

Hawley noted that a number of FBI 
whistleblowers have come forward 
in recent months, alleging that the 
bureau is violating federal guide- 
lines in its treatment of Jan. 6 de- 
fendants and employees. 

“Frankly, I think you should have 
been gone a long time ago, and giv- 
en your behavior recently, it only 
makes it more clear,” Hawley said. 


on summary judgment, including 
more than 10 million alleged viola- 
tions of the COVID-19 Consumer 
Protection Act of 2020 and 12 mil- 
lion violations of the FTC Act. 

Each alleged violation carries a 
maximum $43,792 civil penalty for 
a total of more than $500 billion— 
“exceeding the gross domestic prod- 
uct of Austria, Nigeria, and all but 25 
nations,” according to the motion. 

Frontline attorney Tom Renz of 
Ohio is Nepute’s advisory counsel 
in the case. 

“The problem with this is wrong- 
ful prosecution, in my opinion, be- 
cause [Nepute] didn’'tlie,” Renz told 
‘The Epoch Times. “He didn’t com- 
mit fraud. He said this would bolster 
your immune system, and it’s true. 
Both [vitamin D and zinc] are well- 
known mechanisms for bolstering 
your immune system. 

“This is simply going after him be- 
cause he was outspoken about using 
vitamin D and zinc, and he didn't 
like the jab—that’s all it is. He had 
abig following, and they wanted to 
make an example out of him. 

“There is no basis of law for them 
to go forward on this—none.” 

Renz pointed to statements by Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, who said during an 
Instagram Live stream that vitamin 
D “does have an impact on your sus- 
ceptibility to infection.” 

“So Iwould not mind recommend- 
ing—and I do it myself—taking vi- 
tamin D supplements,” Fauci said. 

In September 2020, University 
of Chicago Medicine researchers 
published a report that found a link 
between vitamin D deficiency and 
COVID-19 infection. 

“Vitamin D is important to the 
function ofthe immune system and 
vitamin D supplements have previ- 
ously been shown to lower the risk 
of viral respiratory tract infections,” 
said the study’s lead author, David 
Meltzer, chief of hospital medicine 
at UChicago Medicine. “Our statis- 
tical analysis suggests this may be 
true for the COVID-19 infection.” 

Renz said, “Anthony Fauci said 
you should use vitamin D. Why 
aren't they suing Fauci? 

“I want to know when the FTC 
is going after the vaccine compa- 
nies and the officials promoting 
the lie [that COVID-19 vaccines 
stop transmission]. 

“Twant to know why it’s OK for An- 
thony Fauci to say the vaccine stops 
transmission even though he knew 
it was false at the time, and we can 
show he knew it was false.” 

Nepute said of defending against 
the FTC lawsuit: “I've spent my en- 
tire life savings. I just sold some 
property. I sold a car. I've sold ev- 
erything to defend myself. I could’ve 
taken a settlement and walked away, 
but that’s not the right thing to do. 

“What I'm talking about is noth- 
ing that is rocket science. What I've 
done is repeat medical literature 
and provide solutions for people 
who didn’t feel they had a solution 
for anything.” 

In September 2009, pharmaceu- 
tical manufacturer Pfizer agreed 
to pay $2.3 billion for making false 
claims to promote four drugs—the 
largest health care fraud settlement 
in Department of Justice history. 
‘The drug company also makes one 
of three COVID-19 vaccines. 


During the hearing, Wray said 
the FBI wouldn't retaliate against 
the whistleblowers, although some 
have offered differing accounts. 

Wray declined to talk about mat- 
ters related to what the whistleblow- 
ers have reported. 

“We have, as we speak, a number 
of personnel matters that are under- 
way,” he told Sen. Ron Johnson (R- 
Wis.). “For reasons I'm sure youcan 
appreciate, we can’t discuss that.” 

Johnson said, “That's always your 
excuse. I understand how you re- 
main above the law by using that 
excuse repeatedly.” 
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FBI Director Christopher Wray speaks 
during congressional hearing in 
Washington on Nov. 15, 2022. 
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Man Who Killed 6 at Waukesha Christmas Parade 
Sentenced to Multiple Life Sentences With No Release 


MIMI NGUYEN LY 


Darrell Brooks, the man who pur- 
posely drove his SUV into a crowd 
ata Christmas parade in Waukesha, 
Wisconsin, in 2021, killing six people 
and injuring many more, was sen- 
tenced on Nov. 16 to six consecu- 
tive life sentences with no chance 
of release. 

Waukesha County Circuit Judge 
Jennifer Dorow sentenced Brooks 
on 76 charges, which included six 
counts of first-degree intentional 
homicide and 61 counts of reck- 
less endangerment. It comes after 
a12-person jury on Oct. 26 convict- 
ed the 40-year-old on the charges. 

Each homicide count carried a 
mandatory life sentence. At the 
sentencing, Dorow decided she 
wouldn't let Brooks serve any por- 
tion of those sentences on extend- 
ed supervision in the community, 
which is the state's current version 
of parole. 

Wisconsin doesn’t have the death 
penalty. 

In addition to the life sentences, 
Dorow sentenced Brooks to 762 
years in prison on the counts of reck- 
less endangerment. 

“Frankly, Mr. Brooks, no one is safe 
from you,” the judge said. “This com- 
munity can only be safe if you are 
behind bars for the rest of your life. 
... You left a path of destruction, cha- 
os, death, injury, and panic as you 
drove seven or so blocks through 
the Christmas parade.” 

On Nov. 21, 2021, Brooks drove his 
red Ford Escape through a Christ- 
mas parade held in downtown 
Waukesha, located about 15 miles 
west of downtown Milwaukee. Six 
people were killed, including an 
8-year-old boy. The other deaths 
included four women between 
the ages of 52 and 79, as well as an 
81-year-old man. 

District Attorney Susan Opper had. 
asked Dorow on Nov. 15 to make the 
sentences consecutive so that they 
stack up “just as he stacked victims 
up as he drove down the road.” 


Mental Illness 
Justification Rejected 
Prior to Dorow’s announcement of 
the life sentences, which had gar- 
nered applause from those seated 
in the gallery, Brooks told the court 
that he has had a mental illness 
since he was young and didn't plan 
to drive into the route of the parade. 
He also apologized to those in- 
jured and those who lost loved ones 
asa result of the incident. Itmarked 


his first apology to them. 

“T want you to know that not only 
am I sorry for what happened, I’m 
sorry that you could not see what's 
truly in my heart,” he said. “That you 
cannotsee the remorse that I have.” 

Brooks told the court that the 
incident “was not, not, not an at- 
tack” and thatit “was not planned, 
plotted.” 

“This was not an intentional act,” 
he said. “No matter how many times 
you say it over and over, it was not.” 

Waukesha Police Chief Dan 
Thompson last year noted that the 
incident wasn't terrorism-related. 

Brooks also didn’t explain why he 
drove through the crowd or share 
further about what he was thinking 
at the time of the deadly incident. 

When Dorow asked him what sen- 
tence he thought he should get, he 
didn’t answer directly but said, “I 
just want to be helped.” 

Brooks had represented him- 
self during his trial. In remarks to 
Dorow on Nov. 16, he said he grew 
up without his father’s presence, 
was physically abused, and suffered 
from mental health issues. He also 
said he took medication and stayed 
at mental health facilities for short 
periods. 

Brook’s family members—his 
mother and grandmother—asked 
Dorow to place Brooks in a mental 
institution instead of prison. Dawn 
Woods, Brooks's mother, asked the 
judge to make sure Brooks receives 
treatment in prison. 

“If they have to stay for the rest of 
their lives away from society, at least 
they're getting the help they need 
to become mentally well,” she told 
the judge. 

Mary Edwards, Brooks’s grand- 
mother, told Dorow that Brooks has 
been bipolar since he was 12 and 
that the disorder had caused him 
to drive into the crowd. 

But Dorow said she doesn't think 
Brooks has a mental illness. The 
judge noted that four psychologists 
who evaluated him said he suffers 
from an antisocial personality dis- 
order but not a mental illness. 


‘Inappropriately Low’ Bond 
‘The Milwaukee District Attorney's 
Office said last year that Brooks 
should have been in jail after an 
arrest weeks prior to the Christmas 
parade incident but was released on 
in “inappropriately low” bond. 
Specifically, Brooks was out on 
$1,000 cash bail after he allegedly 
assaulted the mother of his child at 
a Milwaukee gas station on Nov. 2, 


as 


Darrell Brooks 
(©) appears 

at Waukesha 
County Court in 
Waukesha, Wis., 
on Nov. 23, 2021. 


In addition 

to the life 
sentences, 
Dorow 
sentenced 
Brooks to 762 
years in prison 
on the counts 
of reckless 
endangerment. 
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Debris litters the street at the crime scene in Waukesha, Wis., on Nov. 21, 2021. 


2021, according to court documents. 

‘The bail recommendation wasn't 
“consistent with the approach of the 
Milwaukee County District Attor- 
ney’s Office toward matters involv- 
ing violent crime, nor was it consis- 
tent with the risk assessment of the 
defendant prior to setting of bail,” 
the Milwaukee County District At- 
torney’s Office said in a statement on 
the day following the deadly Christ- 
mas parade incident. 

At the time of the incident, Brooks 
also had a separate pending casein 
Milwaukee from July 2020, when he 
was charged with reckless endan- 
gering and illegal possession of a 


firearm, court documents show. Bail 
in the case was set at $10,000 before 
itwas reduced to $7,500 and then to 
$500, records show. 

Other documents show that he has 
a criminal record dating back to at 
least 1999. There's also a warrant 
out for Brooks in Nevada for alleg- 
edly not appearing at a 2016 court 
hearing in which he was scheduled 
to answer a charge for failing to no- 
tify officials about moving while on 
the Nevada state sex offender list for 
a 2006 felony conviction. 


Jack Phillips contributed to this 
report. 


3rd Circuit Upholds Federal Ban on Nonviolent Felons Owning Guns 


MATTHEW VADUM 


Nonviolent felons can be barred 
from owning guns, the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the 3rd Circuit 
held on Nov. 16 in the first major 
federal appellate court ruling to 
apply the Supreme Court's new 
standard for reviewing Second 
Amendment cases. 

‘The Supreme Court ruling gave 
rise to many new legal challenges 
to existing gun restrictions. 

‘The 3rd Circuit ruling itself came 
in the context of a Pennsylvania 
man who challenged the ban after 
he was convicted of welfare fraud 
27 years ago. At the time, he was 
ordered to pay a small fine and 
wasn't sentenced to prison time. 

Ina6-3 decision on June 23 
authored by Justice Clarence 
Thomas, the Supreme Court held 
in New York State Rifle and Pis- 
tol Association v. Bruen that gun 
restrictions must be deeply rooted 
in U.S. history if they're to survive 
constitutional scrutiny. 

In that ruling, the high court 
also stated that there was a con- 
stitutional right to bear firearms 
in public for self-defense and 
struck down New York’s law that 
required an applicant to demon- 
strate “proper cause” to obtain 
alicense to carry a concealed 
handgun in public. 

In Range v. Attorney General of 


Firearms on 
display in Houston 
on May 28, 2022. 
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the United States, court file 21- 
2835, a three-} 
Philadelphi: 
unanimously ruled that because 
Bryan Range pleaded guilty in 

1995 to felony-level welfare fraud 
in Pennsylvania, making false 


dge panel of the 
ased 3rd Circuit 


statements about his income to 
obtain $2,458 of food stamps, he 
may be deprived of the right to 
own a gun. 

Range was sentenced to pay 
$2,458 in restitution, $288.29 in 
costs, and a $100 fine and serve 
three years of probation, even 
though he could have received up 
to five years in prison. 

Under the federal Gun Control 
Act of 1968, individuals convicted 
ofa felony, which is defined as any 
crime punishable by more than 


ayear in prison, are permanently 
barred from owning firearms. 

When Range tried to buy a hunt- 
ing rifle, he was blocked because 
his would-be purchase was flagged 
by the federal background check 
system. He filed suit to strike down 
the ban, making the argument 
that the Second Amendment only 
permits the disarmament of “dan- 
gerous persons,” not nonviolent 
offenders, according to a summary 
provided by The Reload, a gun 
news publication. 

Range argued that his “disarma- 
mentis inconsistent with the text 
and history of the Second Amend- 
ment and is therefore unconstitu- 
tional under” the Bruen ruling, the 
circuit court decision states. 

“We disagree,” the opinion reads, 
because “history and tradition” 
show that only those people who 
are “law-abiding, responsible 
citizens” should enjoy the right to 
own guns. 

‘Those “who have demonstrated 
disregard for the rule of law 
through the commission of felony 
and felony-equivalent offenses, 
whether or not those crimes are vi- 
olent,” forfeit their Second Amend- 
ment rights. The government's 
prohibition on nonviolent felons 
possessing firearms “is consistent 
with historical tradition,” accord- 
ing to the circuit court. 

Such people are “categorically 


disqualified ... from possessing 
firearms based on a judgment that 
certain individuals were untrust- 
worthy parties to the nation’s 
social compact.” 

‘The court opinion states that 
some early gun regulations, which 
disarmed disfavored minority 
groups including Native Ameri- 
cans, blacks, indentured servants, 
and Catholics, were “repugnant” 
and “unconstitutional” because 
they were openly discriminatory. 

Despite that history, those 
early laws “demonstrate legisla- 
tures had the power and dis- 
cretion to use status as a basis 
for disarmament, and to show 
that status-based bans did not 
historically distinguish between 
violent and nonviolent members 
of disarmed groups.” 

Pepperdine law professor Jake 
Charles said he agreed with the 
reasoning behind the new decision. 

“The court relies on a lot of what 
it calls ‘repugnant’ historical laws 
disarming folks on racial, ethnic, 
political [and] religious grounds. 
But it notes (which seems plainly 
right to me) that Bruen *demands* 
this inquiry by requiring a focus on 
history,” Charles said in a tweet. 

“Often that history is ugly.” 

‘The Firearms Policy Coalition, 
which represents Range, didn't 
respond by press time to a request 
by The Epoch Times for comment. 
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Montana Supreme 
Court Lets 

Stand Law That 
Bans Vaccine 
Mandates in Most 
Workplaces 


MIMI NGUYEN LY 


The Montana Supreme Court 
has refused to issue a prelimi- 
nary injunction on a law that 
currently bans vaccine man- 
dates in most workplaces in 
the state. 

‘The state high court's Nov. 16 
decision concurs with the 7th 
Judicial District Court, a lower 
court, which had in Febru- 
ary denied a request by Netzer 
Law Firm to block the law, 
pending judgment of its consti- 
tutional merits. 

Chief Justice Mike McGrath 
wrote in the unanimous 
opinion of the five-justice 
panel: “We conclude the 
[lower] court's rationale was 
not unreasonable, arbitrary, 
or that it resulted in a substan- 
tial injustice and, therefore, 
the court did not manifestly 
abuse its discretion in denying 
preliminary injunctive relief 
prior to final resolution on the 
merits.” 


The law banning 
vaccine mandates, 
commonly 
referred to as HB 
702, was the first 
of its kind in the 
country. 


‘The law, passed during 
the 2021 legislative session, 
made it unlawful for govern- 
ment entities or businesses 
to discriminate based on the 
person’s vaccination status 
in providing services, goods, 
privileges, education oppor- 
tunities, health care access, or 
employment opportunities. It 
applies to all vaccinations. 

Republican Gov. Greg Gian- 
forte signed the measure after 
it passed the Republican- 
dominated state Legislature. 

It was commonly referred to 

as HB 702 and was the first of 
its kind in the country. Most of 
the legislation went into effect 
in May 2021, while a remaining 
section went into effect in July 
2021. 

The law included an exemp- 
tion for nursing homes and 
other long-term care facilities 
in case the federal government 
threatened to pull Medicare or 
Medicaid reimbursement. 

Donald L. Netzer, an em- 
ployee and majority share- 
holder of Netzer Law Office, 
had in October 2021 “sought to 
preserve the ability to enforce 
a vaccine mandate on current 
and prospective employees” by 
filing an application to block 
HB 702. 

“Netzer alleged that the 
statute violated several of his 
fundamental rights as set forth 
in the Montana Constitution,” 
McGrath noted in the Nov. 

16 opinion. In response to 
Netzer’s lawsuit, the Montana 
state government on Nov. 15, 
2021, moved to dismiss the 
case. 

The Montana Supreme Court 
in its latest decision remanded 
a small part of the 7th Judicial 
District Court's order, asking it 
to reconsider whether HB 702 
“contained only one subject, 
clearly expressed in its title,” 
as required by the Montana 
Constitution. 
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Awoman gets a COVID-19 vaccine 
in Tinley Park, Ill, on Jan. 26, 2021. 


Voters fill out ballots on the last day of early voting in Milwaukee on Nov. 6, 2022. 
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Register 
\eVote 


Here 


Wisconsin Republicans Throw Election 
Integrity Firebrand Out of Party Caucus 


STEVEN KOVAC 


With just three short sentences, the 
Republican majority caucus of the 
Wisconsin State Assembly banned. 
the election integrity advocate, Rep. 
Janel Brandtjen (R-Menomonee 
Falls), from taking partin their party 
meetings. 

In a Nov. 11 letter to Brandtjen 
signed by Majority Caucus Chair- 
man Rep. Rob Summerfield (R- 
Bloomer), the Republican leader 
wrote: “The members voted to no 
longer allow you to participate in 
closed caucus. 

“The continual issues from the past 
have led our caucus to lose trust in 
you. For this reason, the vote was 
taken.” 

When contacted by The Epoch 
Times for a further explanation, 
Summerfield’s office declined to 
comment. 

In a legislative body, a caucus is 
the sum of the elected members of 
a particular political party. 

‘The respective groups often meet 
privately in caucus to plan legisla- 
tive strategies, hand out committee 
assignments, and elect their leaders. 

Brandtjen made her banishment 
public in a Nov. 16 press release. 

“Ashort, three-sentence letter was 
delivered to my office stating I was 
being barred from participating in 
future closed caucuses. 


“There was no specification as to 
what these ‘continual issues’ were. I 
am assuming this is in regard tomy 
role as chairperson of the Commit- 
tee on Campaigns and Elections and 
my continuing work to strengthen 
voting integrity in Wisconsin,” she 
wrote. 

Brandtjen stated that the Republi- 
can leadership hadn't discussed the 
ban with her prior to her receiving 
the letter. 

She said that her removal from the 
caucus wouldn't stop “the ongoing 
issues that plague our state, but it 
does prove that many members of 
the caucus are willing to ignore their 
constituents in order to stayin good 
standing with caucus leadership and 
keep their committee chairman- 
ships.” 

Brandtjen vowed to represent the 
people ofher district and continue to 
address the issues that are important 
to them, including election integrity. 

One ofthe recent election integrity 
problems outlined in her statement 
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Iam 
assuming this 
isinregard 

to my role as 
chairperson 
of the 
Committee on 
Campaigns 
and Elections 
and my 
continuing 
work to 
strengthen 
voting 
integrity in 
Wisconsin. 


Janel Brandtjen, state 
assemblywoman, 
Wisconsin 


The Wisconsin 
state Capitol in 
Madison, Wis., on 
May 5, 2022. 


is the repeated denial oflawful open 
records requests by the Wisconsin 
Elections Commission and the Leg- 
islative Council, a practice Brandtjen 
has publicly criticized. 

She also put herself at odds with 
the state elections establishment 
by drawing public attention to the 
work of citizen watchdog groups and 
whistleblowers. 

Inarecent instance, a citizen activ- 
ist demonstrated the vulnerability 
ofthe WisVote system by requesting 
and receiving absentee ballots with 
what Brandtjen describes as “zero 
protections against fraud.” 

‘The ballots were successfully ap- 
plied for online by parties other than 
the voter and were directed to be sent 
to addresses that had no connection 
with the person requesting them. 

And days before the midterm 
election, another whistleblower re- 
quested three military ballots under 
fictitious names and had them sent 
to Brandtjen’s residence in order to 
expose the vulnerability to fraud of 
the military vote mail-in system in 
Wisconsin. 

Brandtjen was part of an unsuc- 
cessful effort to have a court seques- 
ter the military ballots so they could 
be properly verified before the votes 
were counted. 

‘That whistleblower was fired from 
ahigh position with the Milwaukee 
County clerk’s office for her actions. 


Election Watchdog Groups Force Minnesota County 
to Remove Duplicate Names From Voter Roll 


STEVEN KOVAC 


It took a lawsuit to do it, but elec- 
tion officials in Todd County, Min- 
nesota, have reached a settlement 
with the Public Interest Legal 
Foundation (PILF) for officials to 
implementa new system to ensure 
that duplicate voters are identified 
and removed from current and fu- 
ture voter rolls. 

Todd County agreed to remove 22 
duplicate voter registrations cur- 
rently on the rolls. 

James Dickey of the Upper Mid- 
west Law Center served as the local 
counsel for the plaintiff. 

‘The suit was brought in Septem- 
ber by PILF under the federal Help 
America Vote Act (HAVA). HAVA re- 
quires states to create and maintain 
an accurate, computerized, state- 
wide voter registration list. 

‘The watchdog groups’ legal victo- 
ty is the first time a state exempted 
from the 1993 National Voter Reg- 
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A voting sign in Minneap- 
olis on March 3, 2020. 


istration Act (Motor Voter Law) has 
been successfully sued to force a 
clean-up of voter rolls. 

Minnesota, North Dakota, Idaho, 
New Hampshire, Wisconsin, and 
Wyoming are the only six states that 
are statutorily exempt. 

“We should not have to sue elec- 
tion officials to get them to do their 
jobs, but that is what PILF is having 
to do,” PILF spokesperson Lauren 
Bowman Bis told The Epoch Times. 

“We will continue to sue election 
officials who are not following fed- 
eral law and doing basic voter list 
maintenance.” 

Bis acknowledged that it often 
takes technical and legal effort to 
make even the smallest improve- 
ments in election integrity. 

“These voter list maintenance 
lawsuits take time and require ac- 
curate data,” she said. 

PILF President J. Christian Adams 
said ina Nov. 14 statement: “We are 
excited that this case was able to 


bring about a better process for 
ensuring that Todd County's voter 
rolls do not contain duplicates. 

“This innovative legal strategy to 
force voter roll maintenance should 
be used in the other five states that 
are exempted from the NVRA.” 

Last week, PILF was able to drop 
its case against Olmsted County, 
Minnesota, because local officials 
removed all the duplicate regis- 
trants on its rolls and puta system 
in place to eliminate future dupli- 
cations. 

The Minnesota counties of Dako- 
ta, Hennepin, Nicollet, and Ramsey 
still have active HAVA complaints 
against them. 

PILF is a public interest law firm 
dedicated entirely to election in- 
tegrity. 

‘The foundation has brought and 
won notable lawsuits in Texas, Mis- 
sissippi, North Carolina, Virgin- 
ia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and 
Michigan. 
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U.S. Rep. Jared Golden (D-Maine) walks through the U.S. Capitol in Washington on Nov. 5, 2021. 


Maine’s Golden Declared 
Winner of Congressional Race 


ALICE GIORDANO 


Maine Democrat Rep. Jared Gold- 
en (D-Maine) won a third term in 
the U.S. House of Representatives 
on Nov. 16, defeating Republican 
challenger Bruce Poliquin in the 
state’s 2nd Congressional District, 
the largest district east of the Mis- 
sissippi River. 

Golden finished the race with 53 
percent of the total, or 165,136 votes, 
in ranked-choice voting, to defeat 
Poliquin, a former congressman, 
who ended up with 146,142 votes, 
or almost 47 percent. 

After three days of collecting, 
checking, verifying, and re-scan- 
ning of votes, Golden was declared 
the winner. 

“Tam deeply honored that the 
people of Maine's Second District 
have chosen me to represent them 
in Washington for another two- 
year term,” Golden said in awritten 
statement after final results were 
announced. 

The entire region voted blue in 
federal elections. Currently, Rep. 
Susan Collins (R-Maine) remains 
the only New England Republican 
to hold federal office. 

Ranked-choice voting is triggered 
when no candidate wins a major- 
ity, or more than 50 percent of the 
vote. When it kicks in, second- and 
third-choice candidates selected by 
voters on their ballots are reallo- 
cated to the top candidates. 

In Maine, the 21,581 votes won 
by independent Tiffany Bond were 
reassigned to Golden and Poliquin, 
based on which candidate was 
ranked as a second and third pref- 
erence to Bond. 

Going into the retabulation, Gold- 
en had won the most votes with 48.2 


Ranked- 
choice voting 
is being used 
to decide 
other pending 
elections, 
including 

the Alaska 
congressional 
race. 


VOTES 


» Local election results 
are showing zero 
votes for former 
Maine Gov. Paul 
LePage in Lamoine, 
although Tiffany 
Treck, co-founder of 
Health Choice Maine, 
said she voted for 
the Republican for 
governor. 


percent of the vote to Poliquin’s 44.9 
percent. 

Some missing votes did turn up in 
the retabulation, according to Maine 
Secretary of State Shenna Bellows, 
including ballots contained on an 
absentee ballot stick from Lewiston, 
one of rural New England's largest 
cities by population. 

There were also seven missing 
votes discovered from the report- 
ed race results in the small town of 
Palermo. 

Bellows, who hosted a three-day 
livestream of the ranked-choice vot- 
ing on Facebook, explained that the 
missing votes were from ballots that 
for various reasons were rejected by 
ballot machines. 

“We want this count to be ac- 
curate. We want voters to know 
your vote will be counted and that 
your vote counts,” she told viewers 
watching the livestream. 

“That is why we are making sure 
we have every single ballot. That is 
why we are doing ranked-choice 
voting. That's why we care about 
those seven votes.” 

Maine uses RCV to decide federal 
races, but not state elections. 

Some Maine Republicans say 
there are some unexplainable 
discrepancies in state elections, 
pointing out that election results 
in traditionally red towns such as 
Maine’s many fishing communi- 
ties show voters voted Republican 
in federal races but for Democrats 
in state races. 

Tiffany Treck, co-founder of 
Health Choice Maine, told The Ep- 
och Times that while she voted for 
Republican Paul LePage for gover- 
nor in her town of Lamoine, local 
election results are showing zero 
votes for the former Maine governor. 
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People cast early ballots at a polling 
station in Anchorage, Alaska, on 
Nov. 1, 2022. 


“Notto sound like I'm trying to be 
funny, but there's something fishy 
going on,” Treck said. 

Lamoine is a small coastal com- 
munity that sits at the head of 
Frenchman's Bay in Hancock Coun- 
ty, which is part of the district won 
by Golden. 

Advocates for ranked-choice vot- 
ing say it's more accurate and also 
a quicker means to decide races 
in which there was no majority 
winner, while others have called it 
unconstitutional because it poten- 
tially deprives the candidate who 
took the most votes in the main 
election of a win. 

Ranked-choice voting is being 
used to decide other pending elec- 
tions, including the Alaska congres- 
sional race between one-time vice 
presidential hopeful Sarah Palin 
and Mary Peltola. 

‘The runoff in that race is slated for 
Nov. 23. 

While Peltola won 20 percent more 
votes than Palin, it’s possible that 
Palin could make up that difference 
in an RCV runoff. 


Lake Issues Ist 
Major Update in 
Arizona Since 
Hobbs Declared 
Victory 

ZACHARY STIEBER 


Arizona Republican candidate 
Kari Lake said on Nov. 17 that 
she’s still fighting in the state 
governor's race, in her first ma- 
jor update since Democrat Katie 
Hobbs declared victory. 

“wanted to reach out to youto 
Jetyou know that! amstillin this 
fight with you,” Lake, a former 
television anchor, saidina video 
statement. 

Lake said concerns raised by 
her campaign about Hobbs, the 
Arizona secretary of state, over- 
seeing the election and electron- 
ic voting equipment turned out 
to be legitimate. As an example, 
she pointed to how tabulators 
across Maricopa County weren't 
working properly on Election 
Day. 

Lake said that she spoke with 
voters who had to wait in line 
for hours, including aman who 
went to three different polling 
sites before he was able to finally 
cast his ballot. 

“Our election officials failed 
us miserably. What happened. 
to Arizonans on Election Day is 
unforgivable. Tens of thousands 
of Maricopa County voters were 
disenfranchised,” Lake said. As 
secretary of state, Hobbs is the 
state's top election official. 

“NowI'm busy here collecting 
evidence and data. Restassured 
Ihave assembled the best and 
brightest legal team. And we are 
exploring every avenue to cor- 
rect the many wrongs that have 
been done this past week. I’m 
doing everythingin my power to 
rightthese wrongs. My resolve to 
fight for you is higher than ever.” 

Hobbs declared victory on 
Nov. 14, after outlets including 
‘The Associated Press called the 
race for her. 

‘The only statement Lake is- 
sued was a terse, one-liner on 
Twitter that said, “Arizonans 
know [expletive] when they see 
it.” 

Since then, updated vote 
counts have seen Lake cut into 
the lead Hobbs still holds. 

‘The current margin between 
the two candidates is 0.6 per- 
cent. If it ultimately ends up at 
0.5 percent or less, an automatic 
recount will trigger. Thousands 
ofvotes still need to be counted, 
including more than 16,800 in 
Maricopa County. 

Hobbs's campaign didn’t im- 
mediately respond to a request 
for comment regarding Lake's 
new video. 

“Tam honored to stand before 
you as Gov.-elect Katie Hobbs,” 
she said at what her campaign 
called a victory rally on Nov. 15. 

Lake and Hobbs are vying 
to succeed Gov. Doug Ducey, 
a Republican who has been in 
office for two terms. State law 
prohibited him from running 
for reelection. 


Republicans in Arizona County End Effort to Hand Count Ballots 


ZACHARY STIEBER 


Two Republican county officials in 
Arizona have ended a bid to force 
a hand count of midterm election 
ballots, saying they don’t want to 
interfere with the looming recount 
in at least one statewide race. 

Cochise County Supervisors Tom. 
Crosby and Peggy Judd told a court 
on Nov. 16 that they want to with- 
draw their lawsuit against county 
Elections Director Lisa Marra. 

‘The pair had asked a judge to com- 
pel Marra to hand count the ballots, 
as the county board had ordered be- 
fore the election. 

A judge in a separate case ruled 
on Nov. 7 that the county couldn't 
perform a hand count of 100 per- 
cent of the ballots, but that didn’t 
preclude Marra from a hand count 
of less than 100 percent, the super- 
visors said. 

Marra “has refused to comply with 


the Board's lawful command” to 
carry out an expanded hand count, 
the supervisors said. 

A judge's order was needed be- 
cause Brian McIntyre, the Repub- 
lican county attorney, threatened 
criminal sanctions against Marra if 
an expanded hand count was con- 
ducted, according to the complaint. 

In the motion to withdraw the 
complaint, the supervisors point- 
ed to unofficial election results that 
showa narrow margin inatleast one 
statewide race that will trigger an 
automatic recount. 

Under Arizona law, any races that 
end up with a margin of 0.5 percent 
or less triggers a recount, and the 
candidates for attorney general are 
separated by just 711 votes out of 
some 2.5 million cast. The margin 
is under 0.1 percent. 

“Plaintiffs hereby withdraw their 
Petition as they do not want to inter- 
fere in the process of preparing fora 
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Election workers 
open mail-in ballots 
in Phoenix on Nov. 
11, 2022. 


100% ballot recount,” Bryan Blehm, 
an attorney representing the super- 
visors, said in the motion. “Addition- 
ally, as the Elections Department 
will be using different machines 
and software, it achieves some of 
the goals envisioned by Plaintiffs in 
thatit will validate or not the closest 


statewide race on the ballot.” 

Crosby and Judd, when approving 
the hand count, said that it would 
bolster confidence in elections. 

Supervisor Ann English, a Demo- 
crat, cast a dissenting vote at the 
time. 

Crosby and Judd have said they 
disagreed with the court decision 
barring a 100 percent hand count, 
but the decision was upheld by the 
Arizona Supreme Court. 

During a Nov. 15 board meet- 
ing, supervisors discussed how to 
fund the suit, with some questions 
of whether it would cost taxpayer 
money. A motion on the matter 
was ultimately tabled until the next 
meeting. 

About 47,000 Cochise County resi- 
dents voted in the midterms, with 
about 74 percent utilizing early vot- 
ing, according to county officials. 
Most voters chose Republican candi- 
dates, according to unofficial results. 
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Cows on aranch near Eldorado, Texas, on April 16, 2021. 


Lawmakers Want to Ban Chinese 
Companies From Buying US Farmland 
Due to ‘National Security’ Threat 


SERGIO FLORES/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES 


JOE GOMEZ 


Chinese companies have acquired 
more than 500,000 acres of farm- 
land in Texas, the agriculture pow- 
erhouse of the United States that 
leads the country in exporting a 
host of crops. 

The acquisition of that much 
acreage is concerning for Texas 
lawmakers, particularly for state 
Agriculture Commissioner Sid 
Miller, who told The Epoch 
Times in an exclusive in- 
terview on Nov. 16 that 
it presents a national se- 
curity threat and needs 
to be stopped. 

“It should be a matter 
of urgency; the stupidest 
thing we could do islet the 
Chinese buy our farmland,” 


Base. The company stated that it 
would use the land to build wind 
turbines. 

“They could be spying on our 
military, performing espionage,” 
said Miller, who's working with 
lawmakers to create a national 
ban on foreign-owned companies 
purchasing land near critical infra- 
structure sites. 

“I'm working with the Texas Leg- 
islature to stop it at the state level; 

I’m also working with the 

congressional delegation 

to stop it at the federal 
level.” 


Chinese Firms Purchase 
More Farmland 

In the summer of 2022, 

more lawmakers became 

alarmed when it was re- 


Miller said. “It would give = vealed that a Chinese ag- 
them access to our food Rep. Dan riculture company called 
sources or electric grid ... Newhouse the Fufeng Group, which 
there’s no good reason to —- (R-Wash.)._ has ties to the CCP, pur- 


allow this to happen.” 
Miller said he first became 
alarmed about the issue in 
2016, when the company Guanghui 
Energy Co. Ltd., owned by Chinese 
billionaire Sun Guangxin, who's 
reportedly connected to the Chi- 
nese Communist Party (CCP), be- 
gan purchasing up to 140,000 acres 
of farmland in the border town of 
Del Rio—next to Laughlin Air Force 


SARAH SILBIGER/ 
GETTY IMAGES 


chased hundreds of acres 
of farmland in Grand Forks, 
North Dakota, near another 
Air Force base. 

‘The Grand Forks Air Force Base is 
home to a low-Earth orbit satellite 
mission that would advance mili- 
tary intelligence and surveillance, 
according to Sen. John Hoeven (R- 
N.D). 

“We've been working with SDA 


The United 
States cannot 
allow malign 
ownership 
bids of 
American 
assets by 
China, Russia, 
Iran, and 
North Korea 
to undermine 
the efforts of 
our farmers. 


Rep. Elise Stefanik 


2 


A sign oppos- 
ing a Chinese- 
company-owned 
corn mill in Grand 
Forks, $.D., in this 
undated photo. 


[Space Development Agency] and 
the Air Force to secure this new 
mission, which is essential for our 
nation to stay ahead of our adver- 
saries in developing critical new 
technologies,” he said. 

Hoeven said the new mission will 
serve as “the backbone for all U.S. 
military communications across 
the globe.” 

According to a report from the 
U.S.-China Economic and Security 
Review Commission, the location of 
the land close to the base is “par- 
ticularly convenient for monitor- 
ing air traffic flows in and out of the 
base, among other security-related 
concerns.” 

‘The Fufeng Group maintains that 
it will use the land to build a wet 
corn milling plant that extracts 
high-valued amino acids, lysine, 
and threonine, which are essen- 
tial ingredients in animal nutrition 
feed formulations. 


ALLAN STEIN/THEEPOCH TIMES 


CCP Spy Sentenced to 20 Years for Stealing Aviation Secrets 


ANDREW THORNEBROOKE & EVA FU 


‘The first Chinese communist 
intelligence officer ever to be ex- 
tradited to the United States was 
sentenced on Nov. 16 to 20 years 
in federal prison. 

Xu Yanjun, 42, had been found 
guilty earlier this month of lead- 
ing a ring of Chinese agents that 
targeted U.S. aviation compa- 
nies, recruiting their employees 
to travel to China, and soliciting 
their proprietary information on 
behalf of the Chinese Commu- 
nist Party (CCP). 

Xu, who had pleaded not guilty, 
was convicted of all charges in 
federal court following a nearly 
three-week-long trial, according 
to a Department of Justice state- 
ment. 

“As proven at trial, the defen- 
dant, a Chinese government 


intelligence officer, used a range 
of techniques to attempt to steal 
technology and proprietary in- 
formation from companies based 
in both the U.S. and abroad,” At- 
torney General Merrick Garland 
said in the statement. 

“Today's sentence demon- 
strates the seriousness of those 
crimes and the Justice Depart- 
ment's determination to inves- 
tigate and prosecute efforts by 
the Chinese government, or any 
foreign power, to threaten our 
economic and national security.” 

Xu is the first Chinese intel- 
ligence agent to be extradited to 
the United States to stand trial, 
having been transferred from 
Belgium in 2018 after an engi- 
neer he targeted for recruitment 
cooperated with the FBI to lure 
him to the European country. 

“This case sends a clear mes- 


sage: we will hold accountable 
anyone attempting to steal 
American trade secrets,” U.S. 
Attorney Kenneth Parker said in 


the statement. 


“Xu conspired to steal Ameri- 
can science and technology. : 


COURTESY OF BUTLER COUNTY JAIL 


a 


Thanks to the diligent work of 
the FBI, GE Aviation, and our 
trial team, he'll spend decades in 
federal prison.” 

Xu has been a state agent since 
2003, and prosecutors at the trial 
displayed an image of Xu’s Chi- 
nese Communist Party member- 
ship card taken from his phone 
after his arrest. He steadily rose 
to the rank of deputy division 
director at the Chinese Ministry 
of State Security (MSS), the intel- 
ligence and security agency for 
China. 

According to court documents 
and trial testimony, beginning in 


cae 

Xu Yanjun in this 
undated photo taken 
shortly after his arrest. 


States Respond 
Since the pattern of Chinese com- 
panies buying up U.S. farmland 
has been brought to light, several 
states have begun trying to stop the 
practice. 

“There are eight states that forbid 
it now, there’s 34 that have some 
kind of restrictions, but we really 
need a national policy over this,” 
Miller said. 

Rep. Dan Newhouse (R-Wash.) 
introduced legislation in the U.S. 
House called the Prohibition of 
Agricultural Land for the People’s 
Republic of China Act, which would 
“prohibit the purchase of public or 
private agricultural land in the 
United States by foreign nationals 
associated with the Government 
of the People’s Republic of China.” 

“We hail from the greatest coun- 
tryin the world, and there is simply 
no reason we should be reliant on 
acommunist country like China 
for our food supply. If we begin to 
cede the responsibility over our 
food supply chain to an adversarial 
foreign nation, we could be forced 
into exporting food that is grown 
within our own borders and meant 
for our own use,” Newhouse said in 
astatement. 

Reps. Elise Stefanik (R-N.Y.) and 
Rick Crawford (R-Ark.) have also in- 
troduced legislation called the Pro- 
moting Agriculture Safeguards and 
Security (PASS) Act, which would 
“protect our national security by 
preventing foreign adversaries from 
taking any ownership or control of 
the United States agriculture indus- 
try.” 

“Food security is national secu- 
rity, and I am proud to stand up 
against our foreign adversaries as 
they attempt to exploit any poten- 
tial vulnerability and assert con- 
trol over our agriculture industry,” 
Stefanik said in a statement. “The 
United States cannot allow malign 
ownership bids of American assets 
by China, Russia, Iran, and North 
Korea to undermine the efforts of 
our farmers.” 


The Extent 

of China’s Presence Unclear 

It's unclear exactly how much farm- 
land Chinese companies have pur- 
chased in the United States due to 
alack of government transparency 
on farm sales. A 1978 law called the 
Agriculture Foreign Investment 
Disclosure Act requires those who 
purchase farmland in the United 
States to report the purchases to the 
Department of Agriculture. How- 
ever, the data on those purchases 
hasn't been well kept, according to 
media sources. 

But as tensions continue to grow 
between the United States and 
China, several legislators and state 
officials such as Miller say the time 
to reveal the true foreign owners 
of farmland in the United States is 
now. 

“They could contaminate sev- 
eral truckloads of wheat or corn 
or whatever they're raising on this 
agriculture property and steal trade 
secrets or even try to shut off the 
electric grid,” Miller said. 

“We should just use a little cow- 
boy logic and say, ‘Hey, if we can’t 
buy farmland in your country, we 
can't see any good reason that you 
should buy any of ours.’”” 


at least December 2013, Xu tar- 
geted specific companies in the 
United States and abroad that 
are recognized as leaders in the 
field of aviation. The scheme was 
executed with full coordination 
between the MSS and China's 
aviation entities. 

“The Chinese government 
tasked an officer of its spy service 
to steal U.S. trade secrets so it 
could advance its own commer- 
cial and military aviation efforts, 
at the expense of an American 
company,” FBI Director Christo- 
pher Wray said in the statement. 

“This brazen action shows that 
the Chinese government will 
stop at nothing to put our com- 
panies out of business to the 
detriment of U.S. workers. As 
long as the Chinese government 
continues to break our laws and 
threaten American industry and 
institutions, the FBI will work 
with its partners across the globe 
to bring those responsible to 
justice.” 
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Fighting Shifting Eastward 


After Russia’s Withdrawal From Kherson 


CONTINUED FROM At 


Kyivand its Western allies, for their 


part, refuse to recognize the legiti- 
macy of the annexations. 
On Nov. 17, Ukrainian presiden- 


tial adviser Oleksiy Arestovych said 
that ongoing fighting in Donetsk 


now centered on the towns of Pav- 


livka, Vuhledar, Maryianka, and 


Bakhmut. 
Fighting is also reportedly under- 


way in the towns of Avdiivka and 


Bilohorivka, according to Ukrai- 
nian sources. 

Pro-Russian sources are also re- 
porting heavy fighting in Donetsk, 
where they say Ukrainian forces 
have sustained heavy losses—in 
both manpower and equipment— 
over the past 24 hours. 

Ina statement carried by Russia's 
TASS news agency on Nov. 17, the 
military wing of the pro-Russian 
Donetsk People’s Republic said that 
dozens of Ukrainian troops had 


been killed and large quantities of 


military equipment destroyed. 

Earlier this week, Moscow 
claimed that Donetsk’s town of Pav- 
livka had fallen to Russian forces 
and their local allies after several 
days of fierce fighting. 

According to the Russian Defense 
Ministry, as many as 1,400 Ukrai- 
nian troops were killed in several 
days of fighting in and around the 
strategic town. 

‘The Epoch Times was unable to 
verify field reports by either side. 


Redeployment to Eastern Front 
Ukrainian forces have moved into 
Kherson and other strategic posi- 
tions near the Dnipro. 

Ukrainian officials, including 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, say 
there's evidence that Russian forces 
committed atrocities against local 
civilians before their withdrawal 
from the area. 

Russian officials deny the claims 


and accuse Ukrainian forces of 


Awoman pushes her bicycle along a bombed-out street in Siversk, Donetsk region of Ukraine, on Nov. 1, 2022. 


Two days 
earlier, a 
missile had 
struck a 
grain-drying 
facility in the 
Polish village 
of Przewodow, 
killing two 
people. 


staging “extrajudicial reprisals” 
against pro-Russian residents of 
Kherson city. 

‘The Russian retreat has been wide- 
lyhailed as a major victory for Kyiv. 

But it has also served to free up 
substantial amounts of Russian 
manpower and equipment, which 
are reportedly being redeployed to 
the eastern front and the neighbor- 
ing Zaporizhzhia region. 

Meanwhile, Russian forces on 
Nov. 17 continued to strike energy 
infrastructure deep inside Ukraini- 
an territory, leading to widespread 
power disruptions throughout the 
country. 

According to Kyiv, this week has 
seen the most intense bombard- 
ments of Ukrainian infrastructure 
since Russia began its invasion of 
Ukraine almost nine months ago. 

“Missiles are flying over Kyiv right 
now,” Prime Minister Denys Shmy- 


hal told the Interfax Ukraine news 
agency on Nov. 17. 

Russian forces, he added, were 
currently striking gas-production 
facilities and armament factories in 
the central Ukrainian city of Dnipro. 

On the same day, Ukrainian sourc- 
es also reported massive explosions 
in Kyiv and the southern port city 
of Odesa. 


Poland Missile Incident Fallout 
Meanwhile, in a rare show of dis- 
unity between the White House 
and Kyiv, U.S. President Joe Biden 
sharply disputed Zelenskyy’s asser- 
tions that a missile that hit Polish 
territory this week had been fired 
by Russia. 

“That's not the evidence,” Biden 
told reporters on Nov. 17 upon his 
return to Washington following a 
G-20 summit in Bali, Indonesia. 

Two days earlier, a missile had 


struck a grain-drying facility in the 
Polish village of Przewodow, killing 
two people. 

Przewodow is located only 3 1/2 
miles from Poland's border with 
Ukraine. 

‘The incident occurred as Russian 
forces continued to strike targets 
inside Ukraine, prompting initial 
speculation that the missile had 
been fired by Russia. 

While Polish and Ukrainian offi- 
cials were quick to issue statements 
blaming Russia for the incident, it 
soon emerged that the projectile 
was most likely a Ukrainian air- 
defense missile. 

AtaU.N. Security Council meeting 
held on Nov. 16, Russian envoy to 
the U.N. Vasily Nebenzya accused 
Warsaw and Kyiv of trying to “pro- 
voke a direct clash between Russia 
and NATO.” 

Zelenskyy “couldn't fail to have 
information that it was Ukrainian 
missiles fired by an air-defense sys- 
tem that flew over to Poland,” TASS 
quoted Nebenzya as saying. 

“It wasn't just deliberate disinfor- 
mation, but a conscious attempt to 
prompt NATO, which is waging a 
proxy war with Russia in Ukraine, 
to get involved in a direct clash with 
our country,” he said. 

‘The Polish government “wasn't 
much different,” Nebenzya added, 
noting that Warsaw had initially said 
“with full confidence” that Poland 
had “come under Russian attack.” 

Nevertheless, Kyiv appears to have 
doubled down on the claims and has 
demanded access to the blast site in 
southeastern Poland where a joint 
Polish-American team is now in- 
vestigating the incident. 

Jakub Kumoch, an adviser to Pol- 
ish President Andrzej Duda, said on 
Nov. 17, “Ifboth parties agree, and as 
far as I know there will be no objec- 
tion from the American side, such 
access could be obtained soon.” 


Reuters contributed to this report. 


Court Blames Russia for Missile That Struck 
Malaysia Airlines Plane, Killing Nearly 300 


JACK PHILLIPS 


A court in the Netherlands de- 
termined what country manu- 
factured the missile that struck 
down a Malaysia Airlines flight 
in 2014 over eastern Ukraine, 
killing 298 people. 

“The courtis of the opinion that 
MHI? (Flight 17) was brought 
down by the firing of a BUK 
missile from a farm field near 
Pervomaisk, killing all 283 pas- 
sengers and 15 crew members,” 
presiding judge Hendrik Steen- 
huis said, according to Reuters 
news agency. 

That flight is different than 
Malaysia Airlines Flight 370, 
which disappeared in 2014 
while flying from Kuala Lum- 
pur, Malaysia, to Beijing. The 
location of Flight 370, which 
disappeared about four months 
before Flight 17 was shot down, 
has still never been determined. 

The statement was issued in 
the trial of several Russians and 


aseparatist Ukrainian who were 
found guilty in absentia of the 
mass murder for their alleged 
involvement in shooting down 
Flight 17 over eastern Ukraine. 

Russians Igor Girkin, Sergey 
Dubinskiy, and Oleg Pulatov 
and Ukrainian separatist Leo- 
nid Kharchenko were on trial at 
the Schiphol Judicial Complex 
in Badhoevedorp, Netherlands, 
according to reports. Pulatov was 
acquitted while the three others 
were found guilty. 

None of the defendants ap- 
peared for the trial that began 
in March 2020, and if they're con- 
victed, it's unlikely they'll serve 
any sentence anytime soon. 
Prosecutors had sought life sen- 
tences for all four. Prosecutors 
and the suspects have two weeks 
to file an appeal. 

Pulatov was the only one of 
the suspects who was acquitted 
and was represented by defense 
lawyers at the trial. They accused. 
prosecutors of “tunnel vision” in 


basing their case on the findings 
ofan international investigation 
into the downing while ignoring 
other possible causes. 

Steenhuis said he would go on 
to rule on other legal issues and 
the guilt or innocence of the sus- 
pects later in the hearing. 

Robbert van Heijningen, who 
lost his brother, sister-in-law, and 
nephew, called the downing “an 
act of barbarism” that he could 
never put behind him, regardless 
of the verdict. 

“I call it a stone in my heart, 
and stones ... don’t disappear,” 
he said. 

Flight 17 was traveling from 
Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur 
on July 17, 2014, when it was shot 
down over eastern Ukraine fol- 
lowing Russia's seizure of the 
Crimean Peninsula. That oc- 
curred following mass protests 
and the overthrowing of the 
previous Ukrainian government, 
knownas the Euromaidan or the 
Maidan Uprising. 


MAXIM 2MEVEV/FILE PHOTO/REUTERS 


‘A Malaysian investigator inspects the crash site of Malaysia Airlines Flight MH17, near the village of Hrabove, 


Ukraine, on July 22, 2014. 
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A cargo vessel carrying Ukrainian 
grain sails under the Fatih Mehmet 
Sultan bridge in Istanbul, on 

Nov. 2, 2022. 


Russia-Ukraine 
Grain Deal 
Extended by 
120 Days 


CONTINUED FROM A1 


“The initiative demonstrates the 
importance of discreet diploma- 
cy in finding multilateral solu- 
tions,” Guterres wrote. 

“Istanbul remains the cen- 
tre of a remarkable diplomatic 
achievement.” 

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan confirmed 
the development in a series of 
statements on Twitter, hailing 
the deal as crucial for the “food 
supply and security of the world” 
as it has enabled the delivery 
of more than 11 million tons 
of grain and other food to re- 
gions in need over the past four 
months. 

Erdogan thanked Guterres as 
wellas both Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy—who also 
confirmed the renewal of the 
deal—and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin for making the 
extension possible. 

Russia's foreign ministry con- 
firmed the extension of the deal 
ina statement, adding that it ex- 
pects that Russian concerns re- 
lating to easier conditions for its 
own grain and fertilizer exports 
will be fully taken into account 
in the coming period. 

‘The fate of the extension was 


unclear after Russia earlier an- 
nounced its withdrawal from the 
pact that had guaranteed the safe 
shipment of Ukrainian wheat via 
Black Sea ports amid Moscow's 
naval blockade of Ukraine's 
ports. 

The move to pull out came in 
response to a drone attack on 
Russian naval vessels docked in 
the Crimean port of Sevastopol, 
for which Moscow has blamed 
Ukrainian forces working in tan- 
dem with what it called British 
military “specialists.” 

Ukrainian officials have nei- 
ther confirmed nor denied their 
country’s involvement in the 
Sevastopol attack on Russian 
vessels while Britain denied it 
had carried out the strike, though 
London hasn't hidden the fact 
that it has been helping to train 
Ukraine's forces and providing 
them with arms. 


The initiative 
demonstrates the 
importance of 
discreet diplomacy 
in finding 
multilateral 
solutions. 


U.N. Secretary-General 
Anténio Guterres 


After Russia withdrew from the 
deal, NATO and the European 
Union urged Moscow to recon- 
sider its decision, while U.S. Pres- 
ident Joe Biden called Russia's 
move “purely outrageous” and 
said it would increase starvation. 

‘The Russia-Ukraine grain ex- 
port deal has been credited with 
helping ease food shortages, with 
the U.N. saying that the arrange- 
ment helped reduce internation- 
al food prices by some 15 percent 
since their peak in March. 


Adam Morrow and Reuters 
contributed to this report. 
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North Korea Fires 
Ballistic Missile 
Toward Sea: South 
Korean Military 


MIMI NGUYEN LY 


North Korea has fired a short-range 
ballistic missile off its east coast, ac- 
cording to the South Korean mil 
on Nov. 17, marking the first mi 
firing in just over a week. 

‘The statement from South Korea's 
Joint Chiefs of Staff said it detected 
Pyongyang’s launch from the Won- 
san area in Kangwon Province at 
10:48 a.m. It didn’t provide further 
details. 

“While strengthening our moni- 
toring and vigilance, our military is 
maintaining a full readiness posture 
in close cooperation with the United 
States,” the South Korean Joint Chiefs 
of Staffsaid in the statement, per Yon- 
hap News Agency. 

Itwas the first launch in eight days; 
Pyongyang last fired a short-range 
ballistic missile into the East Sea on 
Nov. 9. It’s also the latest in its series 
of missile tests in recent months. 

‘The latest launch comes just hours 
after North Korea threatened to 
launch “fiercer” military actions to- 
ward the United States if Washing- 
ton opts to continue with its security 
commitmentto help defendits allies 
in the region. 

North Korean Foreign Minister 


le 


UK Government 


LILY ZHOU 


‘The UK government on Nov. 16 or- 
dered a Chinese company to sell 
most ofa Welsh semiconductor plant 
it had acquired last year, ruling that 
the takeover breached national se- 
curity laws. 

Nexperia BV must sell at least 86 
percent of Nexperia Newport Ltd. 
“within a specified period and by 
following a specified process,” the 
Department for Business, Energy, 
and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) said 
ina notice of final order. 

Nexperia Newport Ltd., previously 
named Newport Wafer Fab (NWF), is 
the UK's largest microchip company. 

Nexperia, a Dutch-based semicon- 
ductor manufacturer that’s wholly 
owned by China's Wingtech Tech- 
nology, confirmed on July 5, 2021, 
that it had acquired 100 percent 
ownership of NWF. 

Initially, the government conclud- 
edafter a probe in March by the UK's 
national security adviser that there 


While 
strengthening 
our 
monitoring 
and vigilance, 
our military is 
maintaining a 
full readiness 
posture 

in close 
cooperation 
with the 
United States. 


South Korean Joint 


Chiefs of Staff 


UK Business 
Secretary Grant 
Shapps leaves 10 
Downing Street in 
London on 

Oct. 26, 2022. 
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Travelers watch a news broadcast showing file footage of a North Korean missile test at the ferry terminal in the island of 


Ulleungdo, South Korea, on Nov. 3, 2022. 


Choe Son-hui warned on Nov. 17 
prior to the missile launch that a re- 
centU.S.-South Korea-Japan summit 
accord on the North would leave ten- 
sions on the Korean Peninsula “more 
unpredictable.” 

‘The statement marked North Ko- 
rea’s first formal response to the 
trilateral meeting between U.S. 
President Joe Biden, Japanese Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida, and South 
Korean leader Yoon Suk-yeol, which 
was held on Nov. 13 in Cambodia. 

During a separate meeting with 
Kishida on the same day, Biden “reaf- 
firmed the U.S. extended deterrence 
commitment to [South Korea] using 
the full range of U.S. defense capabili- 


DAN KITWOOD/GETTY IMAGES 


were insufficient reasons to block 
the deal because it was believed that 
the company produced outdated 
technology. 

But with multiple contracts with 
the UK government, including de- 
fense-related projects, the govern- 
ment has been forced to investigate 
the deal again. 

Former Business Secretary Kwasi 


ties, including nuclear, conventional, 
and missile defense capabilities and 
emphasized the U.S. commitment 
to identify additional steps to fur- 
ther reinforce deterrence in the face 
of [North Korea’s] nuclear threats,” 
according to a statement from the 
White House. 

Yoon noted on Nov. 13 that since he 
took office in May, North Korea has 
launched about 50 missiles, with “in- 
tensive” missile firing from the end 
of October. 

One of these missiles, Yoon pointed 
out, crossed the maritime border and 
landed in South Korean territorial 
waters for the first time since the 
maritime boundary—the North- 


Kwarteng announced the probe in 
May after weeks of pressure from 
politicians and concerns from 
Washington. 

In its notice of final order, the 
BEIS stated that Business Secre- 
tary Grant Shapps considers that 
arisk to national security relates 
to “technology and know-how that 
could result from a potential rein- 
troduction of compound semicon- 
ductor activities at the Newport site, 
and the potential for those activities 
to undermine UK capabilities.” 

‘The notice also stated that the loca- 
tion of the site “could facilitate access 
to technological expertise and know- 
howin the South Wales Cluster (“the 
Cluster”), and the links between the 
site and the Cluster may prevent the 
Cluster being engaged in future proj- 
ects relevant to national security.” 

It's the fourth notice the govern- 
ment has issued to Chinese compa- 
nies under its new National Security 
and Investment Act. 

On July 20, Kwarteng said he had 


ern Limit Line—was drawn by the 
U.N. Command at the end of the 
1950-53 Korean War. He called it an 
“extremely serious provocation” by 
Pyongyang. 

Those missiles came amid joint 
drills between U.S., South Korean, 
and Japanese troops. Those drills in- 
volveda U.S. aircraft carrierandU.S. 
B-1B supersonic bombers for the first 
time since 2017. 

In the past several years, annual 
military training between Seoul and 
Washington had been scaled back 
or canceled, in part to support now- 
dormant diplomacy with North Ko- 
reaand guard against the COVID-19 
pandemic. 


Orders Chinese Firm to Sell Acquired Welsh Semiconductor Plant 


issued the first order under the new 
law to block Beijing Infinite Vision 
Technology Co. from buying vision- 
sensing technology from the Univer- 
sity of Manchester. 

Inan Aug. 17 order, Kwarteng ruled. 
that the acquisition of the Bristol- 
based Pulsic by Super Orange HK 
Holding shouldn't proceed. 

On Sept. 29, then-Business Secre- 
tary Jacob Rees-Mogg blocked Re- 
drock Investment Ltd., a subsidiary of 
China's state-owned State Develop- 
mentand Investment Corp., from ac- 
cessing sensitive information about 
Britain's power grid. 

Nexperia said it was “shocked” by 
the UK government's decision. 

Inastatement, the company said it 
doesn't accept the national security 
concerns raised and accused the gov- 
ernment of ignoring the “far-reach- 
ing remedies’ it said it had offered to 
address the concerns. 


Peter Simpson and Alexander 
Zhang contributed to this report. 
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People’s Liberation Army soldiers march near the entrance to the Forbidden City in Beijing on May 21, 2020. 
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Ready for World War Xi? 


JAMES GORRIE 


(ae) 


<> 
rejuvenation.” 

In the process of establishing himself as 
China’s undisputed totalitarian leader in 
October's 20th Communist Party Congress, 
Xi expressed his plans for China's future in 
terms of “national rejuvenation.” 


Chinese dictator Xi 
Jinping has announced 
that China is prepared 
to confront any na- 
tion that dares to stand 

in its path of “national 


Where's the National Rejuvenation? 
Taken at face value, a national rejuvenation 
conveys the idea of rebuilding and restor- 
ing the nation’s economy and culture, both 
of which are currently languishing. That 
would make perfect sense. 

China could certainly use a national reju- 
venation. The country’s economic outlook 
isn’t good with the collapse ofits real estate 
development sector, high unemployment, 
loss of foreign investment, and the mass 
departure of foreign manufacturers. In fact, 
conditions continue to deteriorate. 


China Collapsing Under 
One-Man, One-Party Rule 
Culturally, the Chinese people are unhap- 
py with the trends they see and are doubt- 
ful about the future. COVID-19 lockdowns 
have led to a rapidly contracting manufac- 
turing sector, loss of earnings, and short- 
ages, all of which result in unrest. 

Additionally, the urban young face 
growing despair and disillusionment; a 20 
percent youth unemployment rate shows 
few signs of abating. What's more, there's a 
growing rejection of the Chinese Commu- 
nist Party's (CCP) totalitarian policies and 
political legitimacy among the younger 
generation. 

To address these very real and destabi- 
lizing threats, the CCP is taking control of 
every aspect of Chinese society. 


National Rejuvenation 

Means War and Threats of War 

Repairing domestic conditions isn't Xi’s top 
priority. In fact, Xi’s definition of “national 
rejuvenation” has little or nothing to do 


with improving the lives of the Chinese 
people but rather with China taking its 
rightful place in the world as the “Middle 
Kingdom.” 

‘That self-referential description refers to 
more than just China's geographic loca- 
tion. Xi’s vision is to remake the world in his 
own image, which involves putting China, 
not the United States, at the center of the 
world’s culture, political ideas, and eco- 
nomic activity. 

‘That puts a fine point on Xi’s statement 
that China's national security was facing 
“increased instability” that would require 
“arduous” labor from the “People's Libera- 
tion Army” (PLA). 

‘The “arduous labor” of armies is, of 
course, waging and winning wars. 

‘That objective was made clear in anum- 
ber of overt statements by Xi and top CCP 
officials in various contexts. For example, 
regarding the role of the PLA, Xi’s ultimate 
goal is unmistakable. 

“The entire military must... focus on com- 
bat ability as the fundamental and only 
criterion, concentrate all energy on fighting 
awar, direct all work towards warfare and 
speed up to build the ability to win.” 

In short, Xi seeks to position China as 


the new and preeminent leader in global 
governance. That means replacing the 
United States as the global hegemonic 
power. That certainly adds context to 
Beijing's state media outlets that typically 
talk about the United States as a potential 
threat to the Party. 

By its very nature, hegemonic power is 
complex and multi-layered, but ultimately, 
it's based on the threat and application of 
unrivaled military power. That's precisely 
why military preeminence is at the top of 
Xi's list on the way to ruling the world. 


Xi has already warned the rest 
of the world of what he wants 
to do, which is to keep China 
on a trajectory that will lead to 
confrontation with the West. 


ALong List of Military Possibilities 
What does that mean going forward? How 
will China's behavior beyond its shores dif- 
fer from what we've seen up to now? 

Xi has already warned the rest of the 
world of what he wants to do, which is 
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Chinese leader Xi Jinping attends the opening of the G-20 Summit in Nusa Dua, Indonesia, on 


Nov. 15, 2022. 


to keep China on a trajectory that will 
lead to confrontation with the West. The 
obvious beginning would be Taiwan, but 
there are other places Beijing could inter- 
ject itself militarily. 

‘The Malacca Straits, for example, remains 
astrategic vulnerability for China, as its 
largest source of oil (about 70 percent) from 
the Mideast must pass through that narrow 
passage. Solving the “Malac: 
remains a high priority for B 

Japan is also well aware that it's o1 
Beijing's radar as a regional nation to be 
persuaded to follow China's lead one way 
or another. Tokyo is busily rearming the na- 
tion as you read this. 

China’s navy is nowa regular presence 
in the Eastern Mediterranean, providing 
avery real challenge to the Western pow- 
ers. Moreover, its vast Djibouti military 
base positions China to quickly project 
power in the Mediterranean Sea and the 
Indian Ocean. 

Further afield, China has invested heav- 
ily in both the Atlantic and Pacific sides 
of the Panama Canal. It’s no secret that 
the passage between the two oceans has 
military and commercial strategic value. 
Ithas yet to militarize the canal region, 
but Beijing has provided Venezuela with 
anti-ship missiles. It has done so with Iran 
as well. 

IfXi plans to assert China's power backed 
by military prowess on the road to global 
hegemony, these would be some of the 
likely places to do so. 

On the flip side, there's a bit of myth- 
building in Xi’s aspirational rhetoric. China 
has never been the world’s cultural, politi- 
cal, and economic center. But it does put 
pressure on Xi and the CCP to deliver on 
the rhetoric. 

Ofcourse, Xi wouldn't be the first mega- 
lomaniacal dictator to openly fabricate 
myths of the past or promote his visions 
of the future as a prelude to changing the 
world. 

‘There once was a failed artist from Austria 
with a mustache who moved to Berlin. 


James R. Gorrie is the author of “The China 
Crisis” (Wiley, 2013) and writes on his blog, 
TheBananaRepublican.com. He's based in 
Southern California. 
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AO State Attorneys General Win Huge Settlement 
Against Google, but Is It Enough? 


ROGER L. SIMON 


After the midterms, it’s 
hard to believe that 
miracles happen, but 
maybe they do. 
Maybe we're not com- 
7 pletely communist China 
yet (read: Everybody is tracked all of the 
time, everywhere they go, on the internet 
as well as who knows where else, by the 
government and Big Tech). 

Forty state attorneys general (AGs) have 
banded together to announce a rather 
substantial—$391.5 million—multistate 
settlement with Google concerning loca- 
tion tracking by the tech giant of its unwit- 
ting users through Google Settings. 

As most realize at this point, location 
tracking is used by Google for advertising 
purposes. 

‘This is, apparently, the largest multistate 
AG privacy settlement in U.S. history. How- 
ever, it's worth noting that the total equity 
of Alphabet Inc., owner of Google, was 
$359.3 billion—with a “b"—in 2021. 

Nevertheless, Tennessee Attorney Gener- 
al Jonathan Skrmetti, who was interviewed 
earlier by The Epoch Times and was one of 
those involved with the settlement, sounds 
enthusiastic, and who can blame him: 

“Companies should not collect one bit of 
data from consumers unless they provide 
complete transparency about what data 
is collected and how it will be used,” he 
said. “This is just one example of how our 
office is working daily to protect consum- 
ers from Big Tech, and we're nowhere close 
to finished on this issue. We are going to 
keep fighting for Tennesseans even when 
itmeans taking on the most powerful tech 
companies in the world.” 

One would like a preview of where these 
attorneys general are headed next in their 
duel with Big Tech, but perhaps it’s better 


that we don’t know in advance. 

‘This investigation was instigated by a 2018 
Associated Press report that revealed that 
“Google wants to know where you go so 
badly that it records your movements even. 
when you explicitly tell it not to,” by leaving 
“on” toggled in place in a part of a user's 
settings that were well hidden. They were 
doing this in two different ways. 

‘The settlement includes the following: 

“Show additional information to users 
whenever they turn a location-related ac- 
count setting ‘on’ or ‘off. 

“Make key information about location 
tracking unavoidable for users (i.e., not hid- 
den); and 

“Give users detailed information about 
the types of location data Google collects 
and howit's used at an enhanced ‘Location. 
Technologies’ webpage.” 

Frankly, I'm not sure how helpful the 
third item will be. It's easy to envision it 
ending up as an endless string of legal 
and technical gobbledygook, the modern 
equivalent of the dead letter office, but we 
can applaud the AGs for trying. 


Of course, there’s a good deal of 
the way to go yet. The control 

of Big Tech and Big Pharma has 
reached way beyond our borders 
if not (yet) into the galaxy. 


Incase you're interested, and you should 
be since 10 states are missing and that 
could include yours—it would be interest- 
ing to know why—here's a list of the states 
involved in the settlement: 

‘The attorneys general of Oregon and 
Nebraska led the settlement negotiations, 
assisted by Arkansas, Florida, Illinois, Loui- 
siana, New Jersey, North Carolina, Pennsyl- 


vania, and Tennessee. The final settlement 
was joined by Alabama, Alaska, Colorado, 
Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Hawaii, 
Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Min- 
nesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Nevada, New 
Mexico, New York, North Dakota, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, South Carolina, South Dakota, 
Utah, Vermont, Virginia, and Wisconsin. 

Blue and red state Americans working to- 
gether for the benefit of the citizens—who'd 
athunkit? 

In answer to an Epoch Times query 
about the 10 other states, Skrmetti’s office 
responded: 

“Texas, Indiana, Washington, and the 
District of Columbia each have their own 
ongoing litigation with Google relating 
to its location tracking practices, and 
Arizona hada similar case thatit settled 
with Google last month. Remaining states 
elected not to participate in the multistate 
investigation into Google, which com- 
menced following a 2018 Associated Press 
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The Google 
logo outside of 
their office in 
New York on 
June 3, 2019. 


article relating to the company’s location 
tracking practices.” 

Ofcourse, there's a good deal of the way 
to go yet. The control of Big Tech and Big 
Pharma has reached way beyond our bor- 
ders if not (yet) into the galaxy. 

‘There's more than enough trickery going 
on. Getting all these AGs together to stop 
the worst Google malfeasance—the obvi- 
ous and growing leftist bias of its algo- 
rithms—is unlikely to be in the cards. 

But still, what these 40 AGs did isa 
start, and they should be applauded. Put 
this down in the Reagan column—“trust 
but verify.” 


Roger L. Simon is an award-winning 
novelist, Oscar-nominated screenwriter, 
co-founder of P]Media, and now, editor- 
at-large for The Epoch Times. His most 
recent books are “The GOAT” (fiction) 
and “I Know Best: How Moral Narcissism 
Is Destroying Our Republic, If It Hasn't 
Already” (nonfiction). 
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3. From the New Deal to 
Progressivism 


On Oct. 24, 1929, panic set in atthe New 
York Stock Exchange, and a record 12.9 
million shares were traded. ‘The crisis 
spread from the financial sector to the 
entire economy, and the ensuing Great 
Depression spared neither the indus- 
trialized nor the developing nations 
of the world. The U.S. unemployment 
rate, which was three percent in 1929, 
shot up to a quarter of the labor force 
by 1933. Industrial production in ma- 
jorindustrial countries, apart from the 
Soviet Union, dropped by an average of 
27 percent. [13] 

In early 1933, within 100 days of Roo- 
sevelt’s inauguration, many bills were 
introduced around the theme of solving 
the crisis. The policies increased gov- 
ernment intervention in the economy, 
with Congress passing major reforms, 
including the Emergency Banking Act, 
Agricultural Adjustment Act, National 
Industrial Recovery Act, and Social 
Security Act. Though Roosevelt's New 
Deal essentially petered out upon the 
outbreak of World War II, many of the 
institutions and organizations that 
emerged during that period have con- 
tinued to shape American society to the 
present day. 

Roosevelt issued more executive orders 
on average per year than any other U.S. 
president. Nevertheless, the unemploy- 
mentrate in the United States did not fall 
below the double digits until 1941 and 
the war was underway. The New Deal's 
real effect was to set the U.S. govern- 
ment on a trajectory of high taxation, 
big government, and economic inter- 
ventionism. 

Inhis 2017 book “The Big Lie: Exposing 
the Nazi Roots of the American Left,” 
conservative thinker Dinesh D'Souza ar- 
gued that the National Industrial Recov- 
ery Act, which formed the centerpiece of 
Roosevelt's New Deal, essentially meant 
the end of the U.S. free market. [14] 

According to “FDR's Folly,” a 2003 
book by historian Jim Powell, the New 
Deal prolonged the Great Depression 
rather than ending it: The Social Secu- 
rity Act and labor laws encouraged fur- 
ther unemployment, while high taxes 
encumbered healthy businesses, and 
so on. [15] Economist and Nobel Prize 
Laureate Milton Friedman praised 
Powell's work, saying: “Truth to tell—as 
Powell demonstrates without a shadow 
ofadoubt—the New Deal hampered re- 
covery from the contraction, prolonged 
and added to unemployment, and setthe 
stage forever more intrusive and costly 
government.” [16] 

President Lyndon Johnson, who as- 
sumed office after the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy in 1963, de- 
clared an “all-out war on human poverty 
and unemployment” in his 1964 State of 
the Union address and then launched 
the Great Society domestic programs. 
Inashortperiod of time, Johnson issued 
a series of executive orders, established 
new government agencies, reinforced 
the welfare state, raised taxes, and dra- 
matically expanded the government's 
authority. 

It is interesting to note the similari- 
ties between Johnson's administrative 
measures and the goals outlined in 
communist literature at the time. For- 
mer CPUSA General Secretary Gus Hall 
said: “The Communistattitude towards 
the Great Society can be summarized in 
an old saying that two men sleeping in 
the same bed can have different dreams. 
.. We support these measures because 
we dream of socialism.” 

‘The CPUSA may have supported the 
Great Society initiative, butitsintentions 
differed from Johnson's; while the John- 
son administration aimed to improve 
the United States under the democratic 
system, the Communist Party sought 
to ease the United States into socialism. 

‘The most serious consequences of the 
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Traders working on Wall Street in New York, during the beginning of the stock market crash, 


in October 1929. 


Great Society and the War on Poverty 
were threefold: They increased depen- 
dence on welfare, discouraged people 
from working, and damaged the family 
structure. Welfare policies favored sin- 
gle-parent families, thus encouraging di- 
vorce and out-of-wedlock childbearing. 
According to statistics, the rate of out-of- 
wedlock births in 1940 was 3.8 percent; 
by 1965, this figure had increased to 7.7 
percent. In 1990, twenty-five years after 
the Great Society reform, the figure was 
at 28 percent and subsequently rose to 
40 percent by 2012. [17] These policies 
disproportionately affected minorities, 
particularly African Americans. 


The New Deal's real effect was 
to set the U.S. government on 
a trajectory of high taxation, 
big government, and economic 
interventionism. 


‘The weakening of the family had far- 
reaching consequences, such as gen- 
erational poverty, soaring crime rates, 
increased financial burdens for the gov- 
ernment, the decline ofhousehold edu- 
cation, and a mentality of entitlement, 
which led to a higher rate of voluntary 
unemployment. 

Aquote attributed to Scottish historian 
and jurist Lord Alexander Fraser Tytler 
says: “A democracy cannot exist as a per- 
manent form of government. It can only 
exist until the majority discovers that it 
can vote themselves largesse from the 
public treasury. After that, the majority 
always votes for the candidate promising 
the most benefits from the public trea- 
sury, with the result the democracy col- 
lapses because of the loose fiscal policy 
ensuing, always to be followed bya dicta- 
torship, then amonarchy.” [18] A form of 
this quote is also sometimes attributed to 
French historian Alexis de Tocqueville. 

As the Chinese saying goes, “From 
thrift to extravagance is easy; from 
extravagance to thrift is hard.” After 
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New 
Program 


of the 


Communist 
Party 


Communist Party USA leader Gus Hall 
speaks at a press conference announcing 
the Party's platform to be ratified at its New 
York convention in February 1966. 


people develop a dependence on wel- 
fare, it becomes nearly impossible for 
the government to reduce the scale and 
types of benefits. The Western welfare 
state has become a political quagmire 
for which politicians and officials have 
no solution. 

In the 1970s, the extreme left gave up 
the revolutionary terms that kept the 
American people on guard and replaced 
them with the more neutral-sounding 
“liberalism” and “progressivism.” People 
who have lived in communist countries 
are no strangers to the latter, as “prog- 
ress” has long been used by communist 
parties as a quasi-synonym for “commu- 
nism.” For example, the term “progres- 
sive movement” referred to the “com- 
munist movement,” and “progressive 
intellectuals” referred to “pro-commu- 
nistindividuals” or undergroundmem- 
bers of the Communist Party. 

Liberalism, meanwhile, is not substan- 
tially different from progressivism, as it 
carries the same connotation ofhigh tax- 
es; expansive welfare; big government; 
the rejection of religion, morality, and 
tradition; the use of “social justice” as a 
political weapon; “political correctness’; 
and the militant promotion of feminism, 
homosexuality, sexual perversity, and 
the like. 

We do notintend to point fingers at any 
individual or political figure, for it is in- 
deed difficult to make correct analyses 
and judgments in the midst of complex 
historical developments. It is clear that 
the specter of communism has been at 
work in both the East and the West since 
the beginning of the twentieth century. 
When violent revolution succeeded in 
the East, it spread the influence of com- 
munism to the governments and so- 
cieties of the West, shifting them ever 
leftward. 

Inthe decades since the Great Depres- 
sion, the United States has adopted in- 
creasingly socialist policies, and atheism 
and materialism have eroded the moral 
fabric of American society. People have 
grown distant from the divine and from 
traditional morality, weakening their re- 
sistance to deception. 
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Former President Ronald Reagan speaks at a rally on Feb. 8, 1982. 


Can Reaganism Make a Return? 
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JEFFREY A. TUCKER 


People tell me all the 
time: Stop talking about 
Ronald Reagan. No one 


y § remembers that stuff. 
ZF, > It's a bit like feeling nos- 
~ talgic for Calvin Coolidge. 


We have to move on with new messaging 
and new themes. 

I get the point, but actually, the best 
lessons for the way forward today are 
readily available via a closer look at the 
experience of 40 years ago. And it’s not 
just about Reagan. It’s about the ethos 
that the period represented. We still have 
so much to learn from that. We could do 


much worse than to return to the funda- 
mentals that drove that change. 

Certain features of our times are a 
reminder of the great transition from 
the Carter years to the Reagan years. 
Somewhat hyperbolically, people called 
ita revolution. That's a bit strong, but 
the change was dramatic. In only a few 
years, the American economy went from 
overregulated, overtaxed, and hyperin- 
flated to a new era of enterprise, sounder 
money, and new opportunity. The key 
turning point was due to a philosophical 
shift. 

‘The late 1970s are like our own times 
in some ways: Failure is all around us. 
The most obvious mark is inflation. The 
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indexes for both consumer and producer 
prices this week came out, and com- 
mentators were at pains to put a good 
spin on 7 to 8 percent increases simply 
because they show a slowing in the pace 
of monetary depreciation. This is like 
saying you're achieving your dietary 
goals because you gained only 5 pounds 
last month after you gained 10 the previ- 
ous month. 

Meanwhile, credit card debt is soaring 
as Americans dig ever deeper to main- 
tain their lifestyles amid declining real 
income. The switch from 2020 to 2022 is 
for the ages. The government faked out 
millions of people who believed they 
had obtained new wealth in the midst of 
lockdowns, only to find out a year later 
that the bill came due in the form of high 
inflation. The entire period amounted to 
aculling of wealth, not to mention one 
of the most dramatic transfers from the 
middle class to the very rich. 

‘The rest of us are stuck with the bill and 
no income or savings to pay it. 

With real income having fallen for 19 
months and credit card debt rising, it’s 
not a surprise to find that savings rates 
are at historic lows. It doesn’t require a 
high degree of economic intelligence 
to see that this is unsustainable. It’s a 
candle burning at both ends. It has to 
come to a close, and the most likely result 
will be a deep recession, one that will 
become very evident in the next year. 

‘The Fed is so far doing its part to make 
matters right, with a campaign to raise 
federal funds rates to make savings 
worth doing again. The downside is go- 
ing to be continued doldrums for real 
estate, continued job losses in highly lev- 
eraged industries such as Big Tech, and 
economic pain for all deeply indebted 
sectors, including and especially govern- 
ment. 

It's best to look at this time as an oppor- 
tunity for a restoration of honest money 
and an enterprising economy. The fash- 
ionable push for zero carbon and ever 
more control of the population must give 
way to a renewed appreciation of the idea 
of freedom itself. It's really the only way 
out of the deepening morass. 

We've been here before. The late 1970s 
were a time of tremendous despair, 
and there seemed to be no way out. The 
modeling and theories of the decade had 
failed to achieve their goal, and Presi- 
dent Jimmy Carter seemed to capture 
the moment with his announcement of a 
national malaise. 

It was into this mess that Ronald Rea- 
gan entered with a long reputation as a 
solid anti-communist, but his real ad- 
vantage was the intellectual backing he 
had with so-called supply-side econom- 
ics. It was a restoration of 19th-century 
classical economics with amodern 
twist drawn from the work of F.A. Hayek 
and Ludwig von Mises, as interpreted 
by innovative thinkers such as George 
Gilder and David Stockman. They rallied 
behind deregulation, open and free mar- 
kets, and sound money, even to the point 
that the gold standard itself was written. 
into the 1980 platform. 

As Stockman has written, the fullness 
of the dream was never achieved, but 


the attempt itself caused the historical 
trajectory of decline to flip in the other 
direction. Reagan was enormously popu- 
lar when he won in 1980, and the confi- 
dence he inspired allowed the nation to 
weather a very serious recession for two 
years. But those hard economic times— 
again assisted by a Federal Reserve that 
was newly serious about stopping infla- 
tion—prepared the way for a spectacular 
economic recovery on the other side. 

It's no secret that the economics and 
politics of the Trump years of the Repub- 
lican Party veered far from the optimistic 
vision of the Reagan Revolution. Trump's 
politics had more in common with those 
of Richard Nixon, who was loved only 
for the enemies he earned. But let's not 
forget that the Nixon years ended in great 
disappointment. So too with the Trump 
administration, which capped a tumul- 
tuous three years with a disastrous deci- 
sion to lock down the nation for a respira- 
tory virus. Everything we're experiencing 
now—from the rising debt and inflation 
and economic stagnation—traces to that 
fateful decision. 

It’s never too late to get back on the 
right path. Gilder is still writing, and his 
literary legacy is available now to reex- 
amine for a new era. So too for Stock- 
man, who warned of the disaster we cur- 
rently experience in fiscal and monetary 
policy. I'm very pleased that both Stock- 
man and Gilder are colleagues at the 
Brownstone Institute and have a solid 
understanding of both the problems and 
solutions of our time. 

‘The rise of Ron DeSantis, who won broad 
supportin his reelection, offers areal 
opportunity for a fresh start to do for the 
country what he has done to make Florida 
so free and prosperous even in the midst 
of the chaos of the past three years. 

It’s not the personalities that matter so 
much as the principles. Free trade as an 
ideal needs to make a return, as well as 
the ambition of a growing economy that 
benefits everyone in all classes. Reagan- 
ism was criticized in those days, wrongly, 
asa policy that favored the rich, but 
these times are different. It's the rich that 
are heavily invested in Bidenism, anda 
reboot of Reaganism can sincerely claim 
to bea policy for everyone else. 

In addition, today we have new prob- 
lems, such as rampant censorship and. 
regulatory capture of Big Tech and Big 
Pharma. The threat posed by the admin- 
istrative state is worse than ever, soa 
new Reaganism should and must seek a 
complete dismantling of that machinery. 


It’s not the personalities 

that matter so much as the 
principles. Free trade as an 
ideal needs to make a return, 
as well as the ambition of a 
growing economy that benefits 
everyone in all classes. 


‘The core principle is summed up ina 
single word: freedom. We need that now 
more than ever. The candidates who ar- 
ticulated that vision well in the midterms 
did very well at the polls. It resonates as 
well today as it did in 1980. 

In many ways, the crisis of today is 
worse than it was 40 years ago, but the 
answer to the crisis remains the same. 
Reaganism can make a return. It need 
not have that name because it's the prin- 
ciples that matter: power to communities 
and individuals and away from adminis- 
trative bureaucrats who have caused so 
much wreckage. We need a new morning 
in America anda fresh start. 


Jeffrey A. Tucker is the founder and 
president of the Brownstone Institute and 
the author of many thousands of articles 
in the scholarly and popular press, as 
well as 10 books in five languages, most 
recently “Liberty or Lockdown.” He's also 
the editor of The Best of Mises. He writes a 
daily column on economics for The Epoch 
Times and speaks widely on the topics of 
economics, technology, social philosophy, 
and culture. 
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A woman walks along Michigan Avenue in 
Chicago on March 21, 2020. 
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Why Are We Giving the Department of 
Agriculture $2.2 Billion for Being Racist? 


BRADEN BOUCEK 


‘The Biden administration is starting to get 
a distinctive look to it, combining all the 
vast unlimited powers of the FDR-style New 
Deal governance with today’s divisive fixa- 
tion on identity politics that consumes the 
modern left, all with a sort of incompetence 
to its gait that's all Joe. 

No agency typifies this worst-of-both-eras 
look more than the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA). The USDA is a bureau- 
cracy that should play no role in the lives of 
any American who doesn’t farm or ranch 
(and, debatably, none in their lives either; 
those who do have little good to say about 
where the USDA lands on the competency 
spectrum). Yet the USDA had decided to 
branch out into solving, let’s say, more ... 
global problems. 

No, not soil erosion. Not world hunger 
even. No, instead, the USDA is mobilizing 
all the power at its (surprisingly consider- 
able) disposal to root out “systemic racism.” 
Crops don’t care about anything other than 
the weather, yet somehow the USDA is 
equipped to finish the work of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. 

Asis usually the case when we suddenly 
notice an agency out of control, this is Con- 
gress’s fault. Congress somehow managed 
to perform below expectations when it 
enacted the grievously misnamed Infla- 
tion Reduction Act (IRA). Buried on page 
206 of a 273-page law (future generations 
will marvel that such laws were passed by 
a body that wasn't embarrassed to claim to 
act on behalf of a republic), the IRA awards 
$2.2 billion dollars for USDA to spend on 
farmers and ranchers who were victims 
of discrimination in the USDA's farm loan 
lending program. 

No one seems to be talking much aboutit. 
I guess that makes sense. Spending money 
and fixating on race is, sadly, quite ordinary 
for this administration. Still, a little-noticed 
part of Section 22007 really did raise an 
eyebrow. Perhaps to show that the Ameri- 
can people still retain some capacity for 
astonishment, Congress didn't directly au- 
thorize the USDA to spend the $2.2 billion. 
No, instead, Congress authorized the USDA 
to choose one or more “nongovernmental 
entities,” thatis, private, outside groups, to 
administer the funds. 

‘This must be one of the strangest provi- 
sions ever enacted by Congress. Congress 
loves to delegate responsibility to other 
parts of government when it comes time to 
do actual work. That part isn’t strange at all. 
But when has the government ever given 
away its ability to spend other people's 
money? That's its favorite thing to do. And 
why would the USDA do this? Spending 
money seems to be the only thing that this 
administration is actually competent at. 

And can you imagine the beauty contest 
the USDA is going to hold to decide which 
lucky, left-wing group gets a rose worth— 
say it again—billions of dollars? They really 
should make a tell-all episode after the 
public fleecing is done. It would certainly be 
the most-watched program in the history of 
C-Span. 

It’s actually crystal clear why Congress 
is doing this: cronyism. Elected officials 
love rewarding political allies by spread- 
ing public wealth around. It’s much easier 
than legislating for the common good. This 
is what you do when you have no idea how 
to address inflation, and no one was im- 
pressed after you dressed up Independence 
Hall like the throne room ofa Sith Lord 
while warning that the other guys were 
the real threats to democracy. It's highly 
irresponsible, but does anyone believe good 
governance is a trendy political commodity 
these days? 

Using the USDA as a passthrough ensures 
that the Biden administration can secure 
the loyalty of the bureaucracy before then 
rewarding allied, outside interest groups 


who will then rain money on potential vot- 
ers. would call it genius if it wasn’t so genu- 
inely gross. By giving the key to the public 
vault to whoever looks “woke” enough to 
turn the USDA's eye, the Biden administra- 
tion will scratch the backs of three levels of 
political constituencies. And as to whom 
will get the final rose, the mind reels with 
the possibilities. 

No one is saying the USDA is above racial 
discrimination. I consider it to have been a 
certainty having personally been part ofa 
successful lawsuit against the USDA for do- 
ing exactly that. One of the very first moves 
of the Biden administration was to try to 
do across-the-board farm loan forgiveness, 
which met with predictable failure. The 
lawsuit was useful in one respect. It forced. 
the USDA to put up or shut up about its 
history of discriminating against farm- 
ers in its farm lending programs. There 
have been some very real problems in the 
past. But America didn’t just wake up and. 
notice. This isn’t year zero for racial reckon- 
ing. In fact, the USDA has been trying to 
make it right for more than 25 years. Those 
efforts are extensively detailed in an order 
in our case. According to the USDA, it has 
already paid out more than $2.4 billion to 
victims, as well as taking other extraordi- 
nary steps, such as suspending statutes 
oflimitations and creating new offices of 
compliance. 

What's left? After we sued the USDA, the 
court wanted to know ifthe USDA still has 
lingering problems to address. As far as evi- 
dence, the USDA's most recent actual study 
was from 2011. So, has the USDA been 
continuing to discriminate since then? If 
so, [hope it has held its own racist employ- 
ees accountable. After all, discriminating 
against someone in a government program 
is pretty illegal and has been for some 
time. Yet my brief and largely unmotivated 
internet search couldn't find evidence that 
any USDA employee had been indicted 
for a civil rights violation. And something 
tells me the personnel files of the USDA 
wouldn't paint a picture of departmental- 
wide racism worth $2.2 billion. 

Ifit did, then maybe the last thing we 
should do is reward the USDA with $2.2 
billion. On top of the $2.4 billion that the 
USDA has already put taxpayers on the 
hook for, I wouldn't see any choice but to. 
regard the USDA as a career offender. I 
would much rather direct that money to 
federal law enforcement to launch a full- 
scale criminal investigation of a govern- 
mental entity this chronically committed 
to civil rights deprivations. But of course, 
that's only ifyou really believe Agriculture 
Secretary Tom Vilsack when he says the 
$2.2 billion is necessary to “provide justice 
to those that have been discriminated 
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Secretary of 
Agriculture 
Tom Vilsack 
(L) speaks 

at Camp 

Hale next to 
President Joe 
Biden in Red 
Cliff, Colo., on 
Oct. 12, 2022. 
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against [by the department that reports 
directly to him|.” 

‘This is undoubtedly not the last we'll hear 
of this from the USDA. Under its newly 
released Equity Action Plan, the USDA rec- 
ognizes “the damaging effects of systemic 
racism and discrimination that persist to 
this day” and pledges to “take aggressive 
action to advance racial justice and equity.” 
I would call it mission creep for the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture to turn its attention to 
solving racism, but this is the mission under 
President Joe Biden, who has mobilized 
the whole of government to reckoning 


Workers attempt to prop up 
orange trees in Arcadia, Fla., 
on Oct. 20, 2022. 


Spending with (his words) “the unbearable human 
money seems cost of systemic racism.” 

It's a mystery why groceries cost so 
to be the only poe 
thing that this 
administration Braden Boucek, a former federal prosecu- 
is actually tor who has been litigating for more than 


20 years, serves as the director of litigation 
Jor Southeastern Legal Foundation. 


competent at. 
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CROSSWORD 


Across 
1.“Amo, amas, | love a 


5. Design on metal 
12. In the middle of 
15. Cultural values 
17. Aquarium attachment 
18. “Acetyl” add-on 
19.“Icantake___!” 
20. African violets 
22. Zero 
24. Place 
25. British music mag 
that got glossier in the 
2000s 
26. Parisian possessive 
27.Song holder 
30. Twisty turns 
32. Clamor 
34. Ball handler? 
35. “The Right Stuff” 
heroes 
38. Benefit 


4\. Singer’s syllable 
42. Cottonwood trees 
47. Philosophy plac- 
ing ethereal above the 
empirical 

52. Security system part 
53. Christina's father 
54. London gallery 
55. Serenity 

60. Judge 

64. Winter forecast 
65. Backpack component 
68. Volunteered 

70. Swell place? 

71. Walker, briefly 

73. Electronic game 
pioneer 

74. Indian princess 
77.Go downhill 

81. Gay B-29 

82. “Portlandia” state: 
Abbr. 

83. Fuming 


84. A friendly look it isn’t 
85. Rebuffs 

86. Rich fabrics 

87. Sight from Bern 


Down 
1. Rimes of country music 
2.Not out 
3. Excels 

4. Unit of loudness 
5. Spanish houses 
6.“ATimeto___” (1986) 
7. Husk 
8.“At___ Quentin” (1969 
Johnny Cash album) 
9.Cousin___ of “The Ad- 
dams Family” 

10. Queue before Q 

11. Not Astroturf 

12. Drop 

18. Eastern Catholic 

14. Consumer of the Epoch 

Times 


16. Balanced conditions 
21. Salt Lake City colle- 
gians 

23. Midterm or final 

27. Their assets and liabili- 
ties may be moles: Abbr. 
28. Tempe sch. 

29. Attack 

31. Composer Saint-___ 
32. Any of three Norse 
goddesses of fate 

33. Out 

36. Way: Abbr. 

37. Patty Hearst’s kidnap 
gp. 

38. John, Paul and George: 
Abbr. 

39. It often follows you 
40. Neighbor of Mo. 
43.Rehem 
44.“Mamma___!” 

45. “East” of Germany 
46. “Enough already!” 
48. Fifth note of ascale 
49. Aquafresh rival 

50. Once, once 

51. “Never” in Nuremberg 
56. Robin Hood's quaff 
57. Danger signal 

58. Under sail 

59. Gawks 

60. Precise 

61. Prefix with bacteria 
62. Cheers 

63. Gooey ground 

66. Disorder treated witha 
CPAP mask 

67. Stripper 

69. Horse fathers 

70. Outbuildings 

72. “The Wreck of the 
Mary___” 

74.Wizard 

75. Egyptian solar deity 
76. The “I” of “The King 
and I” 

78.Put___ good word for 
79. Alley cat’s scrap 

80. Victoria Island explorer 


4NUMBERS 


Use the four numbers in the comers, and 
the operator (+,- X, and ) to build an 
equation to get the solution nthe middle, 
‘There may be more than one “unique” so- 
lution but, there may alsa be “equivalent” 
solutions. Forexample: 6+ (7X3) +1=28 
and + (7X3) +6=28 


Easy 2- 1 Solution 


DAILY BRIDGE CLUB 


Elegant play 


© 2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 


In an on-line event prior to the ACBL 
Summer NABC, Robb Gordon, formerly 
the League's Recorder-in-Chief, played 
at today’s six clubs. (North’s second bid 
of three hearts artificially showed spade 
length.) 

West led a trump, and Gordon won in 
dummy and led a heart; his queen won. 
He took the ace of diamonds, ruffed a 
diamond and led a spade to his queen. 
Next, guided by West's double of four 
diamonds, Gordon led the queen of 
diamonds: king, ruff. That play left East 
with the defenders’ diamond guard. 


TRUM 


PS 


Declarer then led a spade to his hand and 
took three more trumps. With three tricks 
left, dummy had the A-9 of spades and 
king of hearts; declarer had a low spade, a 
low heart and the ten of diamonds. 

East was sunk: He couldn’t keep the 
jack of diamonds, the ace of hearts and 
the guarded jack of spades. When he 
threw the jack of diamonds, Gordon's ten 
won the 12th trick. 

Gordon could have made the slam 
in more than one way, but his “transfer 
squeeze” was elegant. 


DAILY QUESTION 
Youhold: A953 OK972 O7 & 
K Q6 3. You open one club, your partner 
bids one heart, you raise to two hearts 
and he tries 2NT. What do you say? 

ANSWER: Partner's 2NT invites game 
with about 1! points. He is giving you options 
depending on your heart support (you might 
have raised with three cards) and strength. 
You have a sound, shapely raise with four- 
card support. Bid four hearts. 

South dealer 

N-S vulnerable 


NORTH 
4A953 
9 K972 
O7 
#KQ63 
EAST 
4842 
3 Y aio 
OJ865 
#1097 
SOUTH 
aKQ6 
204 
OAQ104 
HAIS2 
West North East 
Pas = 19 Pass 
Pass 39 Pass 
Pass 4&h Pass 
Dbl Pass Pass 
Pass 6 All Pass 


Opening lead — # 4 


WORDSEARCH SUPER KAKURO 
Tt Kaki a like ‘ds thi cy vb dof ‘ds. The y fill the blank d with a clue (called a “run”) with th ibe 

Help with Today's Crossword Puzzle? 1'8so that the numbers addup to the corresponding clues. ke Sudoku, digits inarun cannot repeat. When the ri ifiled, the puzzleiscamplete. 
SATEENSDELETEEEAI 

TETFNSTARESLQNNTA 5 F pein 
ERRLNOCASASZUTLXS 3 s e 
AAOEOFLCRESTREIKA : : = - 
DTSAILAYAEENMIRSDI 6 6 
PONNSLUTTAASDOTEN 

BRDNETTADS:TOOS ET T Q 0 0 ry] 
| YMWNELKEAHAERDEP 2 4 

UAAISERSAEOHRRNRA 7 7 3 
NJHSHSAIRNMNSIELU 0 4 29 9 10 
|AAJOTSRESETATNOL 8 9 
ACRMSZSETHOSQDRRI 8 14 

TPASHEDSGRASSMAAA 0 

ELNONEATALLELLGTP 6 

AVEOPHEARTSEASEEE 8 

PEELERCHASINGUDED 6 
BHIBGALTERDEADONT 6 

AERATOR DEARE LEANN SHEDS 4 

AHINT DELETE MAHARANEE SIRES 9 

ALAMOS DETERIORATE NOISE SLEET + 6) 2) 

ALTER ELATES NONE AT ALL SNEER 6 

APNOEA ENLISTED ON A DATE STARES 

ATARI ENOLA PEELER STASES ° 

AT-HOME ENRAGED READER STEAD 

CASAS ENTERO- SAENS STRAP 

CASSETTE ESSES SAINTPAULIA UNIATE 

CHASING ETHOS SATEENS 

CREST GRASS SENSOR 

DEAD ON HEARTSEASE SETAT 
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SUDOKU 


Fillin the boxes using numbers between 1 and 9 so that each column, each 
row, and each 3x3 square contain all nine numbers only once. 


Hard 


[5|4} | | 


| SUPERSUDOKU 


Fill in the boxes using numbers from 0 to 9 and letters from A to F so that each column, 
each row, and each 4x4 square contain all ten numbers and six letters only once. 


WORK SPACE 


CRYPTIC QUOTE 


A|BiC|D/E|F/G|H{|I/J|K/L|M/N 


173 1116215 8 


5 262016 2125255 


Ww 


2141615 3 5 


3°13 26 6 1726155 


257 


21266 3 4 


1221252 5 14 


2 2613143 15125 2515 


12 16 25 21 12 16 


KAKURO ss 


Kakuro puzzles are like crosswords that use numbers instead of words. The goal 
istofill theblank squares associated with aclue (calleda “run”) with thenumbers 
1-9 sothat thenumbers add upto the corresponding clues. Like Sudoku, digits 
inarun cannot repeat. When the grid is filled, the puzzle is complete. 
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Easy 
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SUDOKU: EASY 


COOREREC} 
CECGEOGI 


eI 


DECCCEGEIm 


ECRECCGCCEGCEGE 


EEGGGEE! 
falmutcied aot 


CECE CEC EEEESEc 


3 
8 
& 
é 


idol 


oss | in| culo} 
wn | 


Roce 


Age) a] eo) ol sie | & 
50) Mm) © Hee Cy) co Wn) 


Le ea] en) oltiel art! ool of 


@ risa ev ow) 
ALOer, 


JUMBLE 


je 
5 
Unscramble these Jumbles, 


one letter to each square 
to form four ordinary words. 


PMLIE 


ee 


FYINT 


s 


Get the foe JUST JUMBLE app - Follow us on Twiter @Playumble ~ 


CARNEP 
x 
PLUCTS 
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WORK SPACE 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 


a 


THE VETERANS DAY PARADE 
WAS A FREE EVENT MAKING IT 
POSSIBLE FOR PEOPLE TO --- 

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon 
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For Our Parents, for Our Children, 
for Generations to Come 


Dear Epoch VIP, 


I'm Channaly Philipp, your editor for Life and 
Tradition. But not just that: I’m also the daughter of 
a Khmer Rouge survivor, a former liberal arts college 
student, and nowa mother. 

Each one of these identities gives me one more reason why 
Imust keep doing what I do at The Epoch Times every day. 

You see, my father, like many other fathers, has a story. 

Only 45 medical doctors survived the Killing fields and 
death camps of the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia, and he, 
Dr. Nal Oum, was the only doctor lucky enough to have 
escaped one of the Khmer Rouge camps. 

But what he saw before he walked 22 arduous days 
through the jungle to Thailand, leaving him on the brink 
of death, left a mark on his psyche like no other: he had 
seen humanity at its absolute worst. He had seen what 
people were capable of when performing under a system 
that enabled their worst vices—the communist system. 

‘The Khmer Rouge's rampage left 2 million Cambodian 
corpses in its wake, a faceless statistic to many. To my 
father, however, around 100 of them will always have 
names and faces, because they belonged to the sick 
children and infants that the Khmer Rouge forced him to 
abandon as they drove the populace from the city to the 
countryside in pursuit of a doomed agrarian utopia. 

He remembers their tiny faces, their tiny beds. He 
remembers them every day. 

At gunpoint, he was forced to leave his hospital 
and the lives of his patients to the Khmer Rouge, to 
communism—to death. 

He's never forgotten what he had to do on that fateful day, 
and even now, he’s unable to forget the pain in the eyes of 
these children formerly under his care. 

His life now is dedicated to ensuring that the rest of the 
world never forgets, either. 

‘Twenty years later, and half-way around the world, as 
Tembarked to enroll in one of our nation’s elite colleges, 


Twas met on campus and in some classes with—what else? 
Socialism, cloaked in the ideals of social justice, and as an 
impressionable young mind, it saddens me to admit that 
because I was young and well-intentioned, I fell for it. 

Itwasn’t until years later, after leaving the hallowed 
halls of American academe, and then becoming a 
parent, I realized all of it was a lie. A beautiful lie, and 
probably the same beautiful lie that was told to the 
youths who had held my father at gunpoint. 

I saw how subtly the indoctrination began at my 
daughter's public elementary school, as early as. 
kindergarten. Looking ahead, I could see the gears 
of the machine turning. Mass public schooling 
churning out generation after generation of youth 
perfectly calibrated to these new, false definitions of 
kindness, equality, truth, and righteousness. 

‘This is why The Epoch Times’ motto of “Truth and 
Tradition” has always spoken to me; today, it's a guiding 
principle for me in how I run my small corner of the paper. 

In the Life and Tradition section, | aim to preserve 
and protect the best of what's been left to us by the 
generations who came before: their values, their 
traditions, their stories—history as our families lived 
and experienced it, so that we can learn from their 
wisdom and their sacrifices as we create our future. 

And perhaps most importantly, I want to give 
hope to anyone that’s still looking for a beacon 
of light—of real truth, of real goodness—in our 
modern society. 

Itis admittedly a lofty goal, but for all the 
children—for those in my father’s memory, for 
my own, and for yours—I have no choice but to at 
least try. 


Channaly 
Philipp 

Editor for Life and 
Tradition Section 
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WHALE WATCHING 


California’s Whale Surge 


An unusual influx of whales has marked new whale 
watching hotspots on California's coast. 
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GERMANY 
Munich: Best of Bavaria 


Metropolis meets fairytale in Munich's offerings of 
castles, historic beer halls, and Oktoberfest. 
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This Sicilian city is bursting with cross-cultural heritage, old and new 


TIM JOHNSON 


or many years, Palermo was 

known for one thing—and it 

wasn’t good: being headquar- 

ters for the Cosa Nostra. The 

nadir came in 1992, when two 
prominent judges were targeted. One 
of them, named Giovanni Falcone, had 
made it his mission to get the mafia under 
control. They responded with 300 kilos of 
TNT, blowing up his car on the freeway, 
Italian military forces took to the 
streets—some 1,500 of them—won battles, 


| rr 


A street in Palermo with fresh produce in front of storefronts shaded by spreading awnings and umbrellas on Sept. 28, 2018. 


To this day, 
Arabic words 
are a part of 
the Sicilian 
language that's 
spoken in the 


SEs 


and turned the tide. Over time, Palermo 
was liberated. Today, it feels like a busy, 
prosperous place—one with a long, deep, 
and fascinating history. 

Coming in from the port on a guided 
tour, the only mention of the mafia came 
when we passed a tall, brown monu- 
ment, rising some five stories. “This is 
dedicated to those lost to the mafia,” said 
the guide, without further explanation. 
‘The city acknowledges its connection to 
organized crime. 


Continued on B2 


in Sicily: 
Palermo 


Porta Nuova was built to celebrate Charles V's conquest of Tunis 
and his subsequent visit to Palermo, and still stands today as the 
monumental city gate. 
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Enliven the year with the splendor of Shen Yun 
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Ying and Yang by Sandra Kuck 


Original artworks, canvas wraps, 
and prints of Award-winning oil 
paintings now available at 


InspiredOriginal.Org/Store 
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Palermo is known as a cultural melting pot with exquisite history, culture, and architecture. 


Finding Treasure 
in Sicily: Palermo 


Continued from B1 mosaic of a young Christ peers down, 
his two fingers raised to signal a dual 
Worlds Come Together nature, both man and God. 
But Palermo has so much more to offer 
than mob stories. It’s a city with more Monreale Cathedral 
than amillion peopleinits metro area, Wethenrolled up to Monreale, passing 
set by the sea. Founded by the Phoe- _ through switchbacks to the top, which 
nicians in 734 B.C., rule here passed _ looks out over the sweeping Golden Val- 
through Carthage, Greece, and Rome, ley, rich with agriculture and cradling 
whose reign lasted more than athou- _ the city; the vista stretches all the way 
sand years. “We feel that we are the _ to the sea. We parked the coach and 
navel, more Mediterranean than we _ proceeded on foot up a series of steps. 
are European,” said the guide, as we Huffing and puffing to the top, I 
rolled along one of the city’s broad _ reached the cathedral. Inside, it’s a 
boulevards. wonder. “It was built in such amonu- 
Outside the window, a living cityun- mental way, to impress the pope in 
folded. Tiny fruit markets, overflow- Rome,” explained the guide, gesturing 
ing with fresh produce, colorful flower _ to all the gold, all around. The man 
shops, and the day's catch ondisplayin at the Vatican took notice. King Wil- 
front of single storefronts, shaded from liam II of Sicily, a Norman, started 
the autumnal sun byspreading awnings. construction in 1172, and Pope Alex- 
Today's tour will have two stops. ander III issued a bull in 1174 to ap- 
First up: a tour through the heart of _ prove it. Soon after, Pope Lucius III 
downtown, starting with PortaNuova. created the archdiocese of Monreale 
Adorned with four towering Moorish and elevated this abbey to the status 
figures, this grand gate celebratesthe of metropolitan cathedral. 
1535 victory of Holy Roman Emperor The church has an interesting ori- 
Charles V over the Moors in Tunis, — gin story bordering on the mythical. 
and his trip here to the city afterward The Norman king claimed that he 
where he passed, triumphant, through ~_dozed off under a carob tree during a 


this very spot. hunting trip, and the Virgin Mary ap- 

peared to him. She showed him that a 
=== great treasure in gold coins sat below 
é the tree, and he used that fortune to 
The Moors ruled here build the church. 


from 831 to 1072, The main thing you notice when you 
enter: mosaics. They cover some 65,000 
establi hing an Emirate square feet, depicting everything from 
Old and New Testament stories to mar- 


and introducing Crops tyred saints. The cathedral includes 


whose ingredients still both Western Catholic and Eastern Or- 
Sas aue z thodox architecture, Arab craftsman- 
appear in Sicilian recipes ship, Greek artwork, and work from 
Venetians and Tuscans, all funded and 
Leading to the Cassaro, the oldest overseen by former Vikings. 
street in Palermo, the guide tookus — A remarkable place. An abiding ex- 
onatour ofthe Palazzo deiNormanni, ample of so many worlds coming to- 
also known as the Royal Palace, the _ gether; all the finest results of cultural 
oldest parts of which were built by _cross-pollination. The images swirled 
the Normans in the 11th century. The —inmy mind, and I scarcely noticed that 
guide pointed out an inscription in tall brown monument. To me, Palermo 
three languages—Latin, Greek, and wouldn't be about the mafia—not at 
Arabic. “In this part of the Mediter- all. My memories will always be con- 
ranean, we absorb parts of so many — sumed by the magnificent results that 
civilizations,” she said. “And these _ occur when talented people from all 
three are always mingling.” over gather together to create such 
The Moors ruled here from 831 to _ beautiful places. 
1072, establishing an emirate and in- 
troducing crops whose ingredients still | Toronto-based writer Tim Johnson is 
appear in Sicilian recipes. To this day, always traveling in search of the next 
Arabic words are a part of the Sicil- great story. Having visited 140 coun- 
ian language. The Normans besieged _ tries across all seven continents, he’s 
the city and took over, making Latin tracked lions on foot in Botswana, dug 
dominant. We spent most of our time _for dinosaur bones in Mongolia, and 
in the Palatine Chapel of the palace, walked among a half-million penguins 
passing through its original bronze on South Georgia Island. He contrib- 
doors, taking in the mixture of Nor- _ utes to some of North America’s largest 
man, North African, and Byzantine publications, including CNN Travel, 
architectural styles. From above, a Bloomberg, and The Globe and Mail. 


Also called the Royal Palace of Palermo, the Cathedral of Monreale, which King William 
Palazzo dei Normanni was the seat of power Il of Sicily began constructing in 1172. 

for the kings of Sicily and currently stands 

as the oldest royal residence in Europe. 
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Palermo is the capital of Sicily, the largest Mediterranean island located just off 
the tip of Italy's “boot.” 


If YouGo LY 


Fly: Palermo’s Falcone Borsellino Airport is the second 
largest in Sicily. It serves as a hub for low-cost carriers and 
receives nonstop flights from European capitals, including Paris, 
London, Stockholm, and others (many are seasonal). 


Getting Around: If you're simply staying in Palermo, public transit 
supplemented by taxis should be enough to get you around the 
city. If you're thinking of wandering into the villages nestled into 
the rugged mountains beyond the city limits (and you definitely 
should), a rental car is essential. 


Stay: Grand Hotel Piazza Borsa isa historic hotel in the heart of 
the city, with a cloistered courtyard and a verdant rooftop garden 
with views over the urban maze, out to the mountains. Get a room 
with a balcony, if possible. 


Take Note: While Sicily is connected to the rest of Italy by train, the 
island isn’t serviced by any bridges. So when it arrives at the tip of 
the boot, the train is split in two and rolled onto the ferry for the 
relatively short journey across to Messina. Book your tickets here: 
Trenitalia.com 


WEEKLY NEWS MAGAZINE 


Thorough Investigations, 
Groundbreaking Reports 


BY THE EPOCH TIMES 


Sharpen your view of the world with Epoch INSIGHT, 
amagazine that brings together the best of our 
reporting and commentary on the world’s biggest 
topics. Each weekly issue focuses on a trending story 
and breaks it down from different angles—from 
investigative deep dives, to personal accounts, to 
expert analysis—to deliver a comprehensive view of 
what’s behind the headlines. 


Yes, I'd like to subscribe! : ; EPOCH 
d = Please Print Legibly (Include Apt., Ste., Or Unit No.) INSIGHT 
7] 1Yearly $199 ($3.83/week) 
First name Last name 
7] 6 months $129 ($4.96/week) Address Apt. # 
Save 29% * 
* Based on a newsstand price of $6.95/copy. City State Zip 
Please refer to ReadEpochinsight.com for details. 
Email 
3 easy ways to subscribi 
5 Phone Signature 
ONLINE: ReadEpochinsight.com 
By signing this subscription form, | affirm that | have read, understood and agreed to the terms and conditions at ReadEpoch.com/terms 
HOTLINE: 833-699-1888 Jalso affirm all info above is complete and accurate, 
BY MAIL: EPOCH INSIGHT > Pay by check (payable to The Epoch Times) 
Subscription Department 
5 Penn Plaza FI. 8, New York, NY 10001 > Pay by credit card / debit card at ReadEpochinsight.com or call us at 833-699-1888 
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Garmisch-Partenkirchen: 


A Natural Treasure 


MARGOT BLACK 


nour questto explore the best of 
the Alps, we visited Garmisch- 
Partenkirchen, an appealing 
resort town nestled in the Ba- 
varian Alps. 

Interestingly, this town is comprised of two 
separate side-by-side villages that united in 
1935 to host the Winter Olympics. World- 
renowned for its alpine hiking, Garmisch- 
Partenkirchen is home to Germany's highest 
mountain, the Zugspitze. From its majestic 
mountains and pristine forests to its stun- 
ning gorges and shimmering lakes, thisisthe 
destination where your love of outdoor family 
travel will soar to new heights. 

In addition to its natural splendor, Gar- 
misch-Partenkirchen also abounds with 
authentic cultural charm. Stepping foot 
into this unique community is akin to be- 
ing transported to a storybook world where 
a modern yet traditional way of life reigns 
supreme. During a casual stroll through 
town, it’s not unusual to admire storefronts 
adorned in Liiftlmalerei mural artwork or 
to see youth dressed in lederhosen—leather 
trousers—and dirndls, ruffled apron dresses. 
‘These traditions are practically leaping off 
every corner. 

Iwas immensely grateful to be introduced 
tothis remarkable place, and I would suggest 
planning to stay atleast three to four days to 
fully immerse yourselfin the rich cornucopia 
of travel activities packed into this region. For 
transportation, e-bike rentals are a great way 
tonavigate around the area at your own pace. 
However, since we were limited on time, we 
opted to zoom around as quickly as possible 
in taxis. 

Our stay at the Dorint Sporthotel was mag- 
nificent. Situated at the foot of the Zugspi- 
tze, this hotel had everything that a family 
on holiday would want, including a superb 
breakfast buffet with bountiful variety to sat- 
isfy even the pickiest of eaters. Additionally, 
the Dorint has an outdoor beer garden and 
tons of grassy areas for the kids to enjoy some 
playtime. The hotel epitomizes the idyllic vibe 
of life ina little mountain village. 

On our first dayin Garmisch-Partenkirch- 
en, we visited the Kletterwald Climbing Park 
for a hearty dose of outdoor adventure. This 
exhilarating ropes course is a must-try if 
you're visiting this region. It's the perfect 


way to satisfy your thirst for adrenaline as 
you leap like Tarzan from tree to tree, climb 
on rope nets, and zipline through the forest. 
Kletterwald definitely made us embrace our 
inner ninja warrior. Other fun daytime ac- 
tivities include the “Flying Fox” ziplinein the 
Olympic Stadium and the 2,788-foot spiral 
summer toboggan run alpine slide. 

Next, we headed to Partnach Gorge, anatu- 
ral wonder, one ofthe indisputable highlights. 
of the German Alps and one of my personal 
favorite stops in Garmisch-Partenkirchen. 
This deep, 2,296-feet-long gorge features tun- 
nels and caves carved directly into the rocks. 
We had so much fun hiking past trickling 
waterfalls, white-water pools, and wild roar- 
ingrapids. The hike was almostincomparable 
toany other natural experience that I've ever 
had. And the soothing sounds ofthe coursing 
river rushing through the rocks made the 
experience all the more immersive. I suggest 
bringing a rain jacket for this adventure and. 
leaving a long window of time to explore so 
you don't feel rushed. 

For dinner that evening we went to the his- 
toric Ludwigstrasse fora Bavarian evening in 
the Gasthof Fraundorfer. This family-run tav- 
ernand restaurant provided regional delights 
in spades. Their menu features a scrump- 
tious array of traditional dishes, including 
legendary schnitzel, Bavarian dumplings, 
and goulash. Moreover, they also offer live 
entertainment that features young men per- 
forming traditional Schuhplattler folk dances. 

‘Thenextmorning, we headed outto explore 
the mountainousterrain up in the Zugspitze. 


Around 1,500 participants 
attend a historic Bavarian 
pageant in Garmisch- 
Partenkirchen on May 20, 
2018. 


—= 
In addition 
toits natural 
splendor, 
Garmisch 
Partenkirchen 
also abounds 
with authentic 
cultural 
charm. 


An aerial view 
of Garmisch- 
Partenkirchen, with 
Zugspitze in the 
background. 
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‘This is one of the best outdoor activities in 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen for the whole family 
because it delivers an unprecedented “wow” 
factor with its breathtaking scenery along 
with the option to hike trails and climb, de- 
pending on your level of expertise. It towers 
at 9,717 feet, making it an ideal destination 
for travelers who adore soaking in panoramic 
views of alpine majesty. 

We took the Zugspitze cable car up to the 
summit, where there's a large observation 
deck that's perfect for admiring these mes- 
merizing unrestricted views of myriad moun- 
tain peaks from all directions. Itwas magical 
to stand at the summit and feel like I was as 
close to the clouds as I could possibly be. We 
took the train back down, but I would have 
preferred the tram because the skyline views 
were so splendid. 

Later that afternoon we went on a walk- 
ing tour around serene Lake Riessersee and 
stopped at the See Restaurant in the Eibsee 
Pavillon for a waterfront lunch. Lake Riess- 
ersee dates back to medieval times, when it 
was artificially crafted in a forest glade. More 
recently, itwas used in the 1936 Olympics for 
ahandful of competitions. You can rent boats 
atthe lake, but we opted to hike around and 
admire the vibrant landscape. We capped. 
offour stayin Garmisch-Partenkirchen with 
dinner at our hotel's cozy beer garden res- 
taurant under some glorious trees. Then, we 
wandered around the town, soaking in the 
colorful Bavarian allure at every turn. 


Margot Black is a freelance writer. To read 
features by other Creators Syndicate writers 
and cartoonists, visit the Creators Syndicate 
website at www.creators.com 


If You Go 


Garmisch-Partenkirchen: 
www.GaPa-Tourismus.de/en 


Hotel Dorint: 


www.Hotel-Garmisch-Partenkirchen. 
Dorint.com 


The Zugspitze: 
www.zugspitze.de/en/Zugspitze 


Partnach Gorge: 
www.partnachklamm.de/en 


Lake Riessersee: 
www.GaPa-Tourismus.de/en/ 
Culture-health/Culture/Attractions/ 
Lake-Riessersee 


Gasthof-fraundorfer Restaurant: 
www.Gasthof-Graundorfer.de 


Best of the Alps: 
www.BestOfTheAlps.com 


Whales Are Swarming Off of San Francisco—Here’s Where to See Them 


JOHN METCALFE 


SAN JOSE, Calf.—As we speak, there's a 
spouting, breaching, vocalizing superhigh- 
way of whales offthe California coast. Epicu- 
reans might be disappointed that it has led 
to a delay in the crab season, as the roving 
creatures can get tangled up in trap lines. 
But on the bright side, it’s created fantastic 
opportunities for whale watching, with en- 
counters visible from the shore if you know 
where to look. 

“It's crazy—there’s plenty of activity. lwas 
justin Tiburon anda humpback whale came 
right into Raccoon Strait (inside the Bay), a 
couple hundred feet away,” said Bill Keener, 
acetacean research biologist at the Marine 
Mammal Center in Sausalito. 

Abnormally cold waters have led to an 
abundance ofkrill and anchovies (so much. 
so that fish have rained from the sky). Fol- 
lowing the food and their massive appetites 
are humpback whales, pushing off the coast 
and sometimes through the Golden Gate. 
In fact, the Golden Gate Bridge right now 
is a decent place for whale-watching; if it 
doesn’t pan out, you're at least likely to see 
some pinnipeds. 


For folks who wantto head out to observe 
thewhales, here are some of Keener’s favorite 
spots. To maximize your chances, “binocu- 
larsareamust,’ Keener said. Also, tryto head 
outat high tide or when the tides are strongly 
incoming; the National Oceanic and Atmo- 
spheric Association predicts those. 

“I think they use the flooding tide or in- 
coming tide to ride in toward the coast far- 
ther and often use outgoing tides on the way 
out,” Keener said. 

Finally, when you spota whale, don't forget 
to report it to the Marine Mammal Center 
for its research. 


Copyright #YR@ MediaNews Group, Inc. 
Visit at MercuryNews.com. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency, LLC. 


Pacifica 

“Tcan tell you thatrecently the Pacifica (Mu- 

nicipal) Pier has been good,” Keener said. 
‘The pier is open daily from 4 a.m. to 10 p.m. 


FOR MORE 
CityOfPacifica.org 


Lands End 
Lands End, whichis also part of the Golden 
Gate National Recreation Area, is “a very 
good spot,” Keener said. “It looks out onto 
the Golden Gate area.” 

Open daily. 


Point Reyes 
“Point Reyes is always good because it’s so 
far outin the ocean, you can get hampback 
whales,” Keener said. “From January to May, 
you get gray whales, as well.” 

The Point Reyes National Seashore is 
open daily. 


FOR MORE 
NPS.org 


UANETYSKA/BAY AREANEWS GROUP/TNS 


) 


long 


this 


Fort Funston 

‘This park, which is part of the Golden Gate 

National Recreation Area, offers great views. 

Head for “a cliffwhere the hang-glider portis, 

invery southern San Francisco,” Keener said. 
Open daily. 


Marin Headlands 
Point Bonita is another Keener favorite for 
whale watching. This national park land is 
open daily. 

‘The Point Bonita lighthouse is open from 
12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Friday-Monday, but the 
best vantage points are from the nearby trails. 


A humpback whale breaches near a sailing vessel 
during a whale-watching tour aboard the Superfish 
off the coast of San Francisco, on Aug. 5, 2015. 
Humpback whales, which can average 50 feet 


and weigh 40 tons, have been feeding on 


anchovies and mackerel offshore. San Francisco 
Whale Tours offers year-round whale watching; 


particular trip went about six miles out from 


the Golden Gate Bridge. 
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Smarts for Vacation Rentals for Holidays 


EILEEN OGINTZ 


‘The 7-year-old couldn't contain her ex- 
citement as she raced from kitchen to 
living room (big TV and oh-so-comfy 
couch), bedroom, and bathroom (over- 
sized tub). That she could ski right out 
the door and back at the end of the day 
was a definite plus. 

“This is the living life!” she declared. 
We had to agree. I wish I could say all of 
our vacation rentals over the years—that 
7-year-old, my older daughter, is now in 
her 30s—had been so wonderful. 

‘There was the time in Australia we were 
burgled while my 12-year-old slept up- 
stairs in a duplex; the ski condo where 
the glass shower door fell off and the stove 
didn't work; the condo in Bologna, Italy, 
that had two bedrooms but no shared 
living space and was located in a sketchy 
neighborhood. 

Even so, I've long been a fan of vacation 
rentals—the extra space (put the kids to 
bed and relax), the kitchen (no one wants 
to go out for every meal on vacation, espe- 
cially with kids), and the option to bring the 
pets. (Increasingly, families don’t want to 
leave their four-legged members behind.) 
It's also economical, especially when you 
are splitting costs with extended family 
or friends. Rentals can also be a good bet 
to give everyone some breathing room 
rather than crowding into Grandma's for 
the holidays. 

This holiday season, according to an 
Expedia spokesperson, searches are up 
on VRBO nearly 10 percent from last year. 
In addition, according to Expedia flight 
search data, Americans are looking at 
far-flung destinations this holiday sea- 
son. Searches for Rome, for example, are 
up 410 percent this Thanksgiving and 
Paris up 200 percent for the Christmas 
holidays. 

And while popular destinations like 
Maui may be mostly booked, there’s still 
availability around the country from the 
Poconos Mountains in Pennsylvania to 
Big Bear Lake in California. According to 
the vacation rental platform Vacasa, South 
Padre Island, Texas; Hilton Head, South 
Carolina; and Seattle offer some of the 
most budget-friendly accommodations 
this holiday season. 

Is your group willing to compromise to 
save some bucks? It may not only be about 
budget, either. We are meeting up with our 
three kids and their spouses this Thanks- 
giving to celebrate our 40th wedding anni- 
versary and my son and daughter-in-law’s 
first. Thanks to the pandemic, like other 
families, ithas been several years since we 
have spent Thanksgiving together. I want- 
ed somewhere tropical; my kids wanted to 
be able to hike and mountain bike. They 
wanted to drive so they could bring the 
dogs, bikes, and, in my husband's case, 
his cast-iron pan. We decided ona Sedona, 
Arizona, VRBO rental, which in fact was 
more expensive than Mexico but satisfied 
what everyone considered important. 

“My first three tips are always location, 
location, location,” suggested Josh Viner, 


director of operations at Vacasa. “Be sure 
to check the description of your vacation 
rental’s location and how close it is to the 
attractions you want to experience,” he 
suggested. 

For example, Kissimmee, Florida, is 
home to more than 30,000 vacation homes 
andis less than a half-hour from Orlando 
International Airport. Families sacrifice 
being right at the theme parks to have 
more space and their own private pools. 


Ss 

This holiday season, 
according to an Expedia 
spokesperson, searches 
are up on VRBO nearly 10 
percent from last year. 


“A good listing description should al- 
ways include an approximate location 
and what's in the area,” Viner added. 
“Also, if it's a priority for your rental to 
be beachfront, or have ski-in-ski-out ac- 
cess over the holidays, use the amenity 
filters on the booking site to efficiently 
narrow down your search. But many pre- 
mium amenities, like mountain access, 
an ocean view or a hot tub, come with 
higher nightly rates, so decide what is a 
need-to-have and what you can live with- 


OREAMSTIME 


This seaside Florida real estate is used for 
vacation rentals, Airbnb, and VRBO. 


out to meet your budget.” 

We learned the hard way that it’s im- 
portant to ask a lot of questions about 
the location. We never considered, for 
example, that the trails to the ski-in, ski- 
out house we booked in Park City would 
be too difficult for the youngest skiers in 
the group, necessitating a roundabout 
way to get to the base and back to the 
house each day. 

And ifyou are sharing with another fam- 
ily or relatives, make sure you are all on 
the same page. Are you willing to share 
bathrooms? How important is a gourmet 
kitchen? A hot tub and pool? Is the place 
suitable for young children or those with 
mobility issues? Can you walk to the slopes 
or the beach? Is the location a reasonable 
distance from everyone's home? 

‘The good news is there are also more 
options than ever to book. Airbnb now 
offers vacation experiences hosted by 
locals—everything from cooking to 
bike tours to birding and private pottery 
classes. VacayMyWay, a new vacation 
rental booking website, eliminates guest 
service fees. Set sail with a private boat 
charter with Click&Boat, which connects 
boat owners with travelers. Guests can 
also opt for added amenities, such as an 
onboard chef, captain, deckhands, and 
more. RVShare.com offers the same ser- 
vice connecting RV owners to those who 
want to rent. 


Kissimmee, Fla., at night. 


The good news is there are also more options than ever to book. 


But whether you are considering a rental 
in Paris or Rome, or near your in-laws's 
house, beware of scams by booking with 
acredible booking site that includes high- 
quality photography or even 3-D tours 
as Vacasa does. “Find out what your va- 
cation rental includes before you arrive, 
either through the listing description or 
contact the host and/or manager,” ad- 
vised Viner. Is there soap and laundry 
detergent? Roasting pan for your holiday 
turkey? Griddle for pancakes? Enough 
plates and silverware? A high chair and 
crib, ifyou need one? 

Make an itemized list of what you will 
need and send it to the host or property 
manager. Reviews can let you know about 
how the home is stocked and amenities 
guests particularly enjoyed, as well as what 
disappointed them. 

And for last-minute bookings: Seek out 
recently listed rentals that likely will have 
better availability and pricing. 

Happy holiday travel! 


For more Taking the Kids, visit www. 
Taking TheKids.com, where Eileen Ogintz 
welcomes your questions and comments. 
“The Kid's Guide to Philadelphia,” the 
13th in the kid’s guide series, was pub- 
lished in 2020 and “The Kid’s Guide to 
Camping” was published in 2022. Copy- 
right 2022 Eileen Ogintz. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency, LLC. 
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Holiday Travel: 
What They’re 
Telling Us 


ED PERKINS 


Over the past few weeks, I've received a 
bunch of releases from public relations out- 
fits seeking interviews with their expert cli- 
ents who want to expand on the newest com- 
pilation of “holiday travel tips” they've just 
released. Mostly, I don’t follow up, mainly 
because the same “hot tips” keep reappear- 
ing year after year. Some bear repetition, and 
some are “well, duh” obvious conclusions 
you can draw by just looking at a calendar. 
And, atleastso far, nobody hascome up with 
anything truly original. 

Granted, the more recent compilations 
are a bit more realistic than early lists: 
Decades ago, those expert 
predictions were 
nothing more than 
educated guesses, 
but more recently, 


The expedited secu- 
rity screening pro- 
gram offered by TSA 
Precheck is ideal for 
creating a smoother 
travel experience. 


we have fare and rate patterns based on re- 
cords of what actual people actually paid. 
Even so, however, I see very little that differs 
from the earlier guesstimates. 


Airfare. Much of the holiday travel tip lore 
still centers on airfares—at least in part be- 
cause the data sources are better for airfares. 
Just about everyone says that if you haven't 
yet bought your tickets, buy as soon as you 
can: Airfares are going up, and labor and 
supply constraints mean that your flight 
stands a better-than-average chance of be- 
ing canceled. Yes, I agree; just because the 
“tip” is obvious doesn’t mean it’s not valid. 
Butso many of the other suggestions don't 
fit reality. “Fly on off-peak days” really gets 
to me as fatuous. Sure, you may find some 
cheap flights on Thanksgiving or 
Christmas days or the following 
Fridays or Saturdays, but that de- 
feats the basic 


idea of the four-day weekend or nine-day 
week. Cutting it back by two or three days 
to knock a few bucks off your ticket price 
doesn’t make real sense. 

“Fly to/from small airports” is another of 
those, “if only” ideas. To be sure, I love my 
small home airport here in Medford, Or- 
egon, but! can’tfly from there anyplace other 
than to afew regional hubs. A report recently 
praised New York Stewart International and 
London Stansted as much easier to navi- 
gate than the larger primary fields, but as a 
practical matter, neither offers enough flight 
options to be practical for most travelers. 

Ican definitely support one popular option: 
Enroll in TSA PreCheck for anyone using a 
big airport and Global Entry (CBP.gov) for 
anyone returning from outside the United 

States. Those options, typically combined, 
cost $100 for a five-year term: That's more 

than most people would wantto pay un- 
less they use the programs atleast once 
or twice a year, but maybe your credit 
card will offset the charge. 
‘The other option I support is to ar- 
range for lounge access at any big 
airportat which you need to spend 
more than an hour—either at the 
start of your trip or on a connec- 
tion—but it also represents a cost. 

Fortunately, you don’t need to 

spend $500 or so fora yearly mem- 

bership: Check LoungeBuddy.com 
for one-time access possibilities. 


Hotels. My overall take for 2022 
is that unless you're freeloading 


with family or friends, hotel accommoda- 
tions and restaurant meals are more likely 
than airfares to bust your budget. And 
Hopper recommends that you wait for 
possible last-minute rate cuts. Yes, that’s 
not the usual, and it's maybe a good idea. 
But I'd add that to be safe, book a no-ad- 
vance-payment reservation somewhere 
just in case you don’t find a last-minute 
deal. 

The problem of mandatory hotel fees 
is getting worse—to the point that most 
search systems don’t come close to telling 
you upfront what your stay would actually 
cost. That’s why I keep pushing Kayak.com 
as the place to start your search: It’s the 
only big metasearch system that allows 
you to search hotels by all-up costs, includ- 
ing taxes and fees. 


Insurance. Lots of folks are strong on 
buying insurance. I am, too, but with the 
caveat thatinsurance doesn’t fix any prob- 
lems; it helps you only ifyou have money at 
riskin nonrefundable advance purchases 
and deposits. 


Overall. Enjoy your trip. Pay as little as you 
can, but pay enough to ease the hassles 
when you can. 


(Send e-mail to Ed Perkins at eperkins@ 
mind.net. Also, check out Ed’s new rail 
travel website at www.Rail-Guru.com.) 


Copyright 2022 Ed Perkins. Distributed 
by Tribune Content Agency, LLC. 
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Dancers 
perform in 
a beer tent 

at Munich's 

Oktoberfest 

on Sept. 21, 

2017. 


Munich 


A City of Modern and 
Traditional Wonder 


MARGOT BLACK 


Munich seamlessly blends both the urban. 
flair of a vibrant metropolis and the tradi- 
tional charm ofan outlying town. Situated. 
on the Isar river to the north of the Bavar- 
ian Alps, Munich is the capital of Bavaria 
and the third-largest city in Germany. 
What started out as a market town in the 
12th century has now transformed into a 
modern-technology capital known for its 
high-tech cars, tall tankards and—above 
all—beer-filled Oktoberfest celebrations. 
During our visit while touring the Alps, 
our family experienced Munich’s engaging 
mix of modernity and tradition firsthand. 
Andit didn’t take us long to realize that Mu- 
nich’s allure extends far beyond its unique 
regional identity. There's a whole world of 
architectural marvels, historical gems, and 
stunning scenery to uncover here. 
Westarted our trip by purchasinga Munich 
Cardanda Munich City Passthatallowedus 
to travel around Munich using public trans- 
portation and to enter main attractions. This 
simplified the process of navigating around 
the city and exploring sites. We stayed at the 


SSS 
The modern 
Werksviertel 
district 
demonstrates 
how 
beautifully 
Munich 

weaves the old 
and the new 
together. 


Neuschwanstein Castle near Munich is one of the most recognizable landmarks in all of Europe. 


new Gambino Hotel, which boasts a prime 
location in the brand-new Werksviertel-Mitte 
neighborhood. As one of Germany's most 
exciting urban development projects, this 
neighborhood is a pop-up city composed of 
repurposed industrial buildings alongside 
futuristic new structures. 

‘The modern Werksviertel district dem- 
onstrates how beautifully Munich weaves 
the old and the new together. Werksviertel- 
Mitte was once a food-manufacturing site 
for potatoes and dumplings, but now it’s 
a trendy neighborhood exploding with a 
creative vision to cultivate a neighborhood. 
district of the future. For our teenage son, 
staying in such a lively and futuristic area 
ofthe city meant we were staying in an area 
“straight out of ‘Ready Player One.” 

The Gambino Hotelis central to “Umadum 
Miinchen,” the biggest mobile Ferris wheel 
in the world. We grabbed some drinks and 
snacks from the nearby snack bar and rode 
the Umadum for free with our Munich City 
Pass. In the Bavarian dialect, “umadum” 
means “all-round,” which perfectly describes 
the panoramic views of Munich's stunning 
cityscape that we enjoyed from our pod. 

‘Thenitwas time to visit the famous Hofbrau 
Wirtshaus beer hall. Dating back to 1589, this 
is the embodiment of original German hos- 


pitality with the quintessential Oktoberfest 
feel. It's where locals and visitors alike can kick 
backat family-style tables witha pretzel in one 
handanda beer in the other, all while listen- 
ing to daily live music. We laughed continu- 
ously as everyone kept offering our teenager 
a beer, which he continuously denied. The 
Hofbriuhaus has become so iconic of Bavar- 
ian beer culture that a visit to Munich truly 
isn’t complete until you step inside. 

‘The next day we did some sightseeing on 
the Munich Old Town Small-Group Walk- 
ing Tour that booked through TripAdvisor. 
‘This tour was less than $30 per person and 
worth every penny since we got to hit all 
the top sites in Old Town: the Marienplatz 
city center, the Viktualienmarkt market, St. 
Peter's Church, the Alter Hof, Frauenkirche 
church, and the glockenspiel clock. 

Ifyou're short on timein any new city—es- 
pecially one as large as Munich—a walking 
tour is a good way to get the lay of the land, 
get your bearings, and hit top sites quickly. 
We walked all over Munich with one of the 
most sensational tour guides I've ever had, 
Dani. Under her leadership, we experienced. 
the city ina fun, healthy, and efficient way. 

After walking all day, we were craving 
some Bavarian cuisine, so the dinner we 
had at Xaver’s really hit the spot. A trio of 
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MARGOT BLACK 


young siblings runs this stylish restaurant 
that’s located in the heart of Munich. The 
decor is a nod to Wirtshaus culture and 
features details emblematic of a classic 
Bavarian inn. We dined outdoors, savoring 
every bite of our wienerschnitzel, salmon 
trout ceviche, and cheese spatzle. 

‘The next day we went on a spectacular 
bus tour of Neuschwanstein and Linderhof 
Palace that I also booked on TripAdvisor. 
Booking organized tours in advance pro- 


MARGOT BLACK 


Nymphenburg Palace, a Baroque-style palace located in Munich's western district. 


vides a stress-free, joyful, and streamlined 
way for families to explore popular land- 
marks, especially during high season. 
Spending a day seeing royal castles in Eu- 
rope was a bucket-list adventure that deliv- 
ered the blissful fairytale feeling in spades. 
On our guided tour, we learned about how 
King Ludwig II of Bavaria ordered con- 
struction of Neuschwanstein Castle in 1868 
but died before its completion. He wanted. 
to create a better Romanesque reproduc- 


tion of a medieval-style castle in line with 
his romanticized vision of monarchy. And 
seeing the storybook towers, turrets, and 
frescoes, it’s clear why Neuschwanstein 
Castle inspired Walt Disney to create the 
Sleeping Beauty Castle at Disneyland. 
Before departing Neuschwanstein, we 
enjoyed lunch in the little town and walk- 
ing around the Alpsee Lake thatis situated 
at the foot of the castle. Then we hopped. 
back on board our bus and visited Linder- 


ALL PHOTOS BY SHUTTERSTOCK UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE 


Old Town Hall located in the Marienplatz city 
center in Munich. 


hof Palace, the smallest of the three palaces 
King Ludwig II commissioned. 

From Munich's neighborhood of the 
future to its Old Town and beyond to the 
castles of King Ludwig, we couldn't have 
asked for a better way to experience the 
best of Bavaria. 


Creators Syndicate writers and cartoon- 
ists, visit the Creators Syndicate website at 
creators.com 


(Far left) King Ludwig 
II built Linderhof 
Palace near Munich. 


(Left) An aerial view 
of the skyline in 
Munich. 


If You Go 


Gambino Hotel in eee 


www.GambinoHotelWerksviertel.com 


Hofbrauhaus Miinchen: 
www.Hofbraeuhaus.de 


Xaver’s Restaurant: www.Xaver-s.de 
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